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ON THE COVER: Maj. Charles Russell pilots
the airship Columbia, circa late ’80s.



SANTA MONICA—Though
many of his fellow Civil Air
Patrol pilots derogate search-and-
rescue missions as “low and
slow,” Maj. Charles Russell flies
CAP Cessnas for their speed.

For Russell, Deputy Com-
mander and Mission Pilot at
South Bay Squadron 129 in Tor-
rance, moving faster than an
automobile is a nice change of
pace from his usual job, steering Continued on page 11 . . .

For South Bay Mission Pilot Charles Russell,
Flying the World’s Most Famous Airship

Made for Some Very Goodyears
the Goodyear blimp all over the
Wing and beyond. “The trick to
being a good blimp pilot is you
have to be slow,” he says. “You
have to think slow, not in a rush.
It’s a great ride, very relaxing.
Though flying an airship is like a
tail-dragger, you can never relax
too much.”

That being said, he’s ready
with his standard line on blimp
safety: “It’s the only aircraft I

know where you lose both
engines and go up.”

In truth, he says, takeoffs and
landings can be tricky. Once on a
cross country from Santa Maria
to Oakland, turbulence caught the
airship’s 2,400 square feet of sur-
face area and kept him in the air
for seven hours. “It was scary,”
he recalls. “I really had to go to
the bathroom.”
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Above the Wing,
Below the Clouds

Above the Wing,
Below the Clouds

By Capt. Greg Solman, Eagle Call Editor



LOVE UNLIMITED: Gorgeous Pebble
Beach near Monterey.

ROSEY PICTURE: The UCLA Bruins
take on the Fightin’ Illini.



VAN NUYS—Rumbles of dis-
cord from long time members cry
out for answers. “This is not the
Civil Air Patrol I joined years
ago,” they say. “Things are get-
ting too complicated.” “What
happened to the organization I
remember that just did the job,”
comes the clamor, “where the
only uniform I owned was a flight
suit? Can someone tell me what
the heck happened to that CAP?”

How a SOW Changed CAP’s Now
By Capt. Frank Geraty, Director of Public Affairs

Seasoned Officers Wonder Whether This Shall Be
The Winter of Our Discontent or the Start of a Spring Renewal

TAIL OF TWO CAPs: Because of changes in our tasking, Civil Air Patrol must fly
without showing its Auxiliary colors.

Continued on page 27 . . .

felt obligated to return to do my
part, however small. I was sur-
prised to find that CAP had
become a very new organization
with a similar name and with out-
wardly the same missions. I
started asking questions of our
top-level brass.

Here’s some of what I found.
The first shoe of the new era
dropped in 1999 when the USAF
and the corporation named the
Civil Air Patrol (Inc.) got together
and decided to create, for the first
time, a watershed document that
has been associated into the cor-
porate constitution and bylaws. It

SEAL OF
DISAPPROVAL:
Incoming CAP
crest eliminates
reference to the
USAF Auxiliary of

the past.

HORIZON LINES

I was a part of that CAP a few
years back myself, before work
took me out of state. Eventually I
was transferred back to Califor-
nia. It was just before 9/11. When
the national tragedy happened I



Continued on page 33 . . .

advance even detecting a long-
ago junked-airplane emergency-
locator transmitter (ELT) the sat-
ellites hadn’t heard.

February: The month ended
with one of the most unusual
alerts when two 14-year-old
boys, bored up at Big Bear,
“borrowed” their dad’s Mooney

DEBRIEFING: As the song
goes, “It Might as Well Be
Spring” from February through
May, as the period contained
inclement missions, extraordi-
narily taxing trials, and feverish
periods of activities, particularly
around the President’s visit to
California, with possibly some
very  low AWAC sweeps  in

CAPTAIN’S LOG

for a joy ride. The only prob-
lem, apart from the obvious,
follows: “The two occupants
were not pilots,” reports Inci-
dent Commander Capt. Bob
Keilholtz. “After the father
witnessed their unauthorized
depa r tu r e  and  t he i r  nea r
inability to control the aircraft,
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Santa Ynez Valley Airport  (IZA)

Let Santa Ynez Airport be the gateway
to more nostalgic days

• Enjoy friendly service and friendlier fuel prices
• Experience uncluttered airspace & pristine country views
   in the heart of Santa Barbara County
• Explore award winning wineries & restaurants
• Encounter art galleries, Santa Inez Mission, and museums
• Enjoy shopping at boutiques or the Danish town of Solvang

Call: 805-688-8390
www.santaynezairport.com

Stressed
?

Friendly staff
& courteous
line service

Fuel Discount For
C.A.P. Members

(out of truck)

Skytrails Aviation

Full Service FBO
At Van Nuys Airport
100 LL * Jet-A

Hangar Space  Tie Downs
Convenient Self Serve Mid Field

Visit Our New Terminal!

Convenient Location
Van Nuys 818-901-9550

Unicom 128-85



Rampant
Rash

Taxi Accidents
Can Be Avoided

Col. Virginia Nelson
Commander, California Wing

Civil Air Patrol’s flight
safety record is histori
cally better than general

aviation’s. But while California
Wing’s pilots continue to do a
good job of safely flying our
planes there has been an unfor-
tunate increase in aircraft acci-
dents while they are being
moved on the ground.

Some pilots—hopefully
none of ours-—argue that taxi-
ing is only an incidental activity,
a necessary chore prior to flight,
when the real skill applies. I dis-
agree. There needs to be equal
situational awareness in the taxi
phase and the flight portion. I
think you’ll agree that there are
a lot more things to hit with your
aircraft on the ground than in the
air. While airborne, you could
hit a bird, or heaven forbid,
another aircraft. On the ground
you could hit a bird, or heaven
forbid, another aircraft. Or a
pole, a hangar, a car, a sign, or a
light on the taxiway. The possi-
bilities are endless: I remember
a CAP plane that once struck a
Porta-potty.

Are you trying to accom-
plish prefl ight  tasks while

taxiing? Adjusting radios, pro-
gramming the GPS, checking
your charts, calling for clear-
ance, adjusting your mixture?
The list goes on. These distrac-
tions keep you from having your
eyes where they belong, outside
the cockpit.

Once the flight is over and
the engine is off planes still need
to be moved. Even with years of
experience using a tow bar it can
be a challenge. The ground may
not be level. You may be tired
from a long flight. It could be
dark. Crew resource manage-
ment techniques should be as
routine on the ground as in the
air. The aircrew should help
keep an eye on the wings and
tail during movement and push
as directed by the pilot.

Nationally, CAP has suf-
fered six recent aircraft acci-
dents that occurred when mov-
ing them in or out of hangars.
These are preventable accidents
that generally come with large
price tags. Squadrons with han-
gars need to develop SOPs
regarding how to hangar their
plane, place them in their air-
craft binders, and walk through

the procedures with new pilots.
Make sure observers and scan-
ners understand also.

CAP is self-insured for air-
frame damage. So every dollar
we spend on fixing hangar rash
(over $54,000 so far this year,
and not all the bills are in yet)
could be purchasing upgraded
avionics and other equipment. I
think you will agree that the
m o n e y  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o
improve our fleet instead of fixing
damage. We all need to exercise
care and diligence when we
move aircraft on the ground.

You’ve heard the expression
that the job isn’t over until
the paperwork is done; like-
wise ,  i t  i sn’ t  a  successful
flight until the plane is parked
in good condition.

By Colonel Virginia Nelson

Commander’s
Comments

         To the    Members        ofCalifornia    Wing
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“Man must rise above the Earth - to the top of the atmosphere and beyond -

for only thus will he fully understand the world in which he lives.”
                                                                                  -SOCRATES

• NORTHROP GRUMMAN CORPORATION

     is pleased to support the

     Civil Air Patrol for all their efforts.

TM

www.northropgrumman.com
 c  2002 Northrop Grumman Corporation

D E F I N I N G   T H E   F U T U R E



BIRD’S EYE VIEW

In the post 9/11 era, the Civil
Air Patrol has been thrust into
changes the likes of which a

lot of “old timers” are having a
difficult time adjusting to, much
less accepting. “This is not the
CAP I joined years ago” has
become a common refrain.

Well, we’re in for another
seismic shift. But rather than sim-
ply tell you that we are obliged to
adjust because we’ve been told to
do so by CAP and CAP-USAF
Command, I’d like to offer some
insight.

First, why the big changes? In
truth there are multiple reasons,
but U.S. Northern Command
(NORTHCOM) requirements
were the driving factor.
NORTHCOM has the mission of
providing military assistance to
civil authorities during contin-
gencies (such as natural disasters
like Hurricane Katrina) and arose
from the need for a single com-
mander to provide air assets (such
as CAP) when needed. The 1st Air
Force Commander (1AF/CC),
Maj. Gen. Scott Mayes, was
selected and given the addi-
tional title of Air Component
Commander.

CAP now has a greater level
of exposure to senior Department
of Defense (DoD) leaders than at
any time in its history because
CAP’s missions are highly visible

First WMU. Then MIMS.
Why WMIRS?

With the Introduction of the Web Mission
Information Reporting System, CAP Is

Being Watched From Above—and Must
Rise to the Occasion

By Lt. Col. Mike Prusak, USAF -– California Wing Liaison Officer

to NORTHCOM and the1AF/CC
via the Web Mission Information
Reporting System (WMIRS).
This has already resulted in the
DoD tasking CAP with a wider
variety of missions than ever
before. For example: Hyper-
Spectral Imaging (ARCHER)
missions are tasked through
WMIRS as well as Western Air
Defense Sector (WADS) missions
where the USAF asks CAP to act
as intercept targets for F-16s.

From the various wings input
into WMIRS, CAP’s National
Operations Center (NOC) pro-
vides mission requests in USAF’s
Air Tasking Order (ATO) twice
a week for the approval of 1AF/
CC. In addition, a situation report
(SITREP) is submitted each day
on the result of CAP missions;

the  Wing-reported data from
WMIRS is used to generate these
reports. With its ability to stream-
line training missions, generate
CAP Form 108s, and eliminate
the CAP Form 10, WMIRS takes
the Civil Air Patrol several steps
closer to a truly paperless system.

But don’t miss the point,
folks: That’s a two-star General
that has daily visibility of every-
thing CAP does, right on his
desktop computer, all by the
magic of WMIRS.

The importance of WMIRS
cannot be overstated. CAP has
proven itself many times, but if it
is going to continue to be a viable
asset in the war against terror,
natural disasters, and search-and-
rescue missions, it must put its
arms around WMIRS. Change,
particularly the technological
variety, can be frightening. But
it’s exciting and rewarding at the
same time. Each of you can take
the on-line WMIRS course that
the Wing has online. Become the
expert in your squadron and help
take CAP into the 21st century.

Members with further ques-
tions about WMIRS, or to request
a one-on-one tutorial, are invited
to contact Col, Prusak at (916)
564-1605 or via email at
prusakmi@earthlink.net.

“ . . . a two-star
General has daily

visibility of
everything CAP

does, right on his
desktop computer,
all by the magic of

WMIRS.”
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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO AIRPORTS

SALUTES THE CIVIL AIR PATROL
YOUR DEDICATION HELPS US ALL!

SOMETHING FOR YOU
Whether it’s a business trip, touch-and-goes or a weekend getaway, San Diego County Airports
has it all: golf, hiking, camping, swimming, surfing, meetings or just hiding from the workweek.
Business centers, four-star resorts and rustic campgrounds are within minutes of one or more
of our eight County owned and operated airports.

FLY SAN DIEGO COUNTY!
AGUA CALIENTE (L54) • BORREGO VALLEY (L08) • FALLBROOK AIRPARK (L18) • GILLESPIE FIELD (SEE)

JACUMBA (L78) • MCCLELLAN-PALOMAR (CRQ) • OCOTILLO AIRSTRIP (L90) • RAMONA (RMN)

Find out more with a FREE subscription to Plane News
Just complete the form and send it to:

Plane News Editor
5555 Overland Avenue, Building 2, MS 0332

San Diego, CA 92123

Note: Information can also be e-mailed to:
wpolicpw@co.san-diego.ca.us • www.sdcdpw.org/airports

Send me a FREE subscription to Plane News

 Name:

 Address:

 City, State, Zip:
                                                             CAP 998

S  U  P  E  R  I  O  R
I n d u s t r i e s   I n t e r n a t i o n a l,   I n c.

COMPETITIVELY PRICED
QUALITY PRODUCTS

Designing and supplying “Superior”
quality aluminum wheels and other
automotive component products for

our customers worldwide.

Proudly salutes our
Civil Air Patrol ~ ~ ~

an outstanding organization.
CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS:

(818) 781-4973
Fax: (818) 780-3500

7800 Woodley Avenue
Van Nuys, CA 91406-1788
www.superiorindustries.com



Above the Wing, Below
the Clouds
Continued from page 3 . . .

Modern blimps have global-
positioning systems and moving
maps. Back in the day—Maj.
Russell celebrated his 25th anni-
versary of flying blimps last
year—he would watch the

OLYMPIAN VIEWS: The ’84 games in
Los Angeles. The blimp traveled almost
as fast as the swimmers.
BELOW: Smoggy day in L.A.

SAUCE FOR THE GOOSE: The
Queen Mary docked beside the
former hangar for the “Spruce
Goose.”
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(SMX)
Convenient -

Within 1 mile of the primary
North -

South regional thoroughfare
Safe -

Longest runway on the central
coast

Friendly -
With a newly designed
passenger friendly terminal

Fun -
Only 15 minutes away from
Northern Santa Barbara County
Beaches

Economical -
Free Parking

3217 Terminal Drive
Santa Maria

805-922-1726
www.santamariaairport.com

Glenn County
Sheriff Larry Jones

and Staff
are Proud to Salute and
Support the Men and

Women of the
Civil Air Patrol

for Their Courage and
Dedication in Flying Their

Lifesaving Missions.

Thanks and Good Luck!

G. GROSSLIGHT CONSTRUCTION, INC.
General Engineering Contractor

Proud to Help the
Civil Air Patrol

Pave the Way to Safety.

(805) 527-7981
Lic. #497749

4496 Industrial St.      •      Simi Valley, CA 93063

For the Most
Competitive Quotes

Call:
1-800-666-IFLY
                        (4359)

Over 32 Years
In Aviation Insurance

Experience!

Thank You C.A.P.!

www.bwhiteinsurance.com



Above the Wing, Below
the Clouds

EAGLE EYE

shadow of the blimp on the
ground to determine the airspeed.
Outfitted with two 210 horse-
power Continental IL 360D
engines, the blimp likes cruising
at 30 miles per hour, with a top
speed of 50 MPH, he says. A
wheel substitutes for a stick to
move the elevators. Pedals
work the rudders. “It handles
more like a submarine than a
plane,” he laughs.

Maj. Russell knows the sky
better than the sea, however. He
started flying at 22-years old in
1968, two years after he joined
the Air Force as a civil engineer

WAR GAMES: Russell would simulate slow motion dive-bombing runs at the fantail, U.S. Naval Shipyard, Long Beach.

ANCIENT SMOG ALERT: Los Angeles downtown, minus Crocker Tower,
Bonaventure, other landmarks.Continued . . .
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AVIATION • HELICOPTER
BUSINESS • PERSONAL INSURANCE

Serving Your Insurance Needs
- Since 1939 -

909-949-4993
Fax:  909-949-2088

1-800-624-8856
1935 McKinley Ave., #D • LaVerne

www.falconinsurance.com

Falcon
Insurance

Agency
Of California, Inc.

“Specializing in
Small Package Air Cargo”

We Are Proud To Support

The Lifesaving Efforts Of The

Civil Air Patrol.

4700 Empire Avenue

Hangar #1

(818) 847-0000           Burbank

Red Sky Aviation, LLC
Tail Wheel Flight Instruction and Rental

Flight Instruction          Recurrency Training

Tail Wheel Endorsement

Aircraft Rentals         Biennial Flight Review
Citabria 7GCAA . . . . . . . $75 per hour wet
Aeronca L16 . . . . . . . . . $58 per hour wet
Aeronca Champ  . . . . . . $58 per hour wet

Hangar 135
Livermore Municipal Airport (LVK)

Livermore, California
925-294-9703

Thanks the Men and Women of the
CIVIL AIR PATROL

for their Dedication and Service

Hayward Executive Airport
20301 Skywest Drive

Hayward, California  94541-4699
(510) 293-8678

Visit us at www.haywardair.org



Above the Wing, Below the Clouds

ON LITTLE CAT FEET: San
Francisco’s waterfront and
Sunset districts, in for the usual
fog layer.

Continued . . .

B O I L E R M A K E R :
Above: Young Charles
Russell, as an Airman
1st Class, doing exotic
work for the Air Force.

who worked on boilers and heating systems. He
also cultivated a tan during tough duty on beaches
and at poolsides teaching ocean survival. The Air
Force would eventually take him him to North
Korea, Willis AFB in Libya, Africa (“I was
kicked out by Kahdafi,” he says), and March
ARB. He started flying airships after working for
Goodyear on the ground starting in 1974, when he
was a part-timer at Northrup University in Los
Angeles instructing those seeking airframe/
powerplant licenses. He worked as a mechanic for
Schaefer’s Air Ambulance and became a flight

15
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PLAN TO ATTEND OUR 2007 SPRING FLY-IN IN MAY!

REDLANDS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT - L12
1755 Sessums Drive, Redlands, CA 92374
(909) 798-7668 • (909) 798-7670

24 hour operations for takeoffs and landings
Frequency 123.05 • SuperAwos Unicom
On the Web   http://www.superawos.com
By Telephone   (617) 262-“DUCK” (3825)

   Self Serve AvGas available on the field through
Redlands Aviation . . . . . . . (909) 794-5642

   Flight Schools
Aero Tech Academy . . . . . . (909) 794-4046
M.I. Air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (909) 794-1515
Redlands Aerosports – Aerobatic instruction
  in Pitts S-2A . . . . . . . . . . (909) 794-8010

   Aircraft Maintenance and Rebuilding
Red Aero . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (909) 794-3244

PLAN TO ATTEND OUR 2007 SPRING FLY-IN IN MAY!
Call for date and details

You are always welcome at Redlands Municipal Airport.
Please feel free to contact me at any time.

Todd Housley, Airport Manager
E-Mail   thousley@cityofredlands.org

 Limited
Membership

ENJOY
PRIVATE

SKY

San Rafael
A I R P O R T

Call us atCall us atCall us atCall us atCall us at
(415) 453-0212(415) 453-0212(415) 453-0212(415) 453-0212(415) 453-0212

3 Million Dollar U
pgrade Completed in 2004

State
 of the Art Hangars Availab

le

Van Nuys Airport
16320 Raymer Ave., Van Nuys, CA

818-994-7437

Los Angeles International Airport
11022 Aviation Blvd., Los Angeles, CA

310-670-3093

South Coast
Helicopter, Inc.

We are proud to support the
many fine men and women

of the Civil Air Patrol
in their lifesaving efforts.

(714) 751-3515
2950 Airway Ave. • Unit C-1

Costa Mesa, California



Above the Wing, Below the Clouds

Continued . . .

NO-ESCAPE VELOCITY:
Alcatraz prison, San
Francisco Bay.

CLASS-BRAVO BLIMP: On approach to LAX. Airships use helicopter routes.

instructor and charter pilot for
Eagle Aviation in Long Beach,
but found it was too boom-or-
bust. He returned to being a

mechanic.
“I started flying for Goodyear

in 1977,” he said. “I was just
looking for a flying job.”

He became an official pilot of
the Goodyear blimp in 1980, and
since then has logged 350 to 400
hours a year. Highlights include



Clay Lacy Aviation proudly supports the
CALIFORNIA CIVIL AIR PATROL

CLAY LACY AVIATION
Serving California and the world since 1968

• Air Ambulance
• Jet Charter
• Turbine Helicopters
• Aerial Photography
• Aircraft Maintenance
• Aircraft Sales and Management
• Full Service 24 Hour Facility

(800) 423-2904

7435 Valjean Avenue, Van Nuys CA 91406
Van Nuys Airport
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2901 Airport Dr.
Torrance, CA 90505

310-539-0508
www.robinsonheli.com

 ROBINSON

We are proud of the

men and women that make

up the Civil Air Patrol.

Their dedication to the on-going

mission of providing air search

for downed or missing aircraft

is especially appreciated.

HELICOPTER COMPANY

Phoenix Metal Products low profile lavatory
service cart is only 22” high, all stainless steel,

complete and ready to use.
Contact Phoenix Metal Products Inc. at

722-595-6386 or email Bill Wilcox at
bill.wilcox@earthlink.net

Visit our website at www.phoenixgse.com

METAL PRODUCTS, INC.



Above the Wing, Below
the Clouds

appearances in Black Sunday and
the original Gone in 60 Seconds
(billed as Guy Flying Blimp, no
doubt); covering the 1984 Olym-
pics in Los Angeles; being in San
Francisco for the 1989 World
Series, only to cover the devastat-
ing earthquake; and flying then-
retired President Ronald Reagan
and astronaut Sally Ride up for
their first rides. Every December,
it would seem, Maj. Russell
could look down on California,
with gossamer memories, lighter
than air, and wistfully hum, “It
was a very Goodyear.”

BLIMP TO BLIMP: Airship America as seen by Airship Columbia.

THE SLOW VIEW OF FAST: The blimp hovers above the Long Beach Grand Prix.

EAGLE EYE
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is proud of the men and
women that make up

the Civil Air Patrol.
Their dedication to the

ongoing mission of providing
air search for downed
and missing aircraft is
especially appreciated.

San Francisco
International Airport

650-821-6235
swissportjobs.com

From the Wright Brothers to
Memorabilia of World War II

Friday – Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission around $2.00

805-922-8758
3015 Airpark Drive

Santa Maria, CA 93455
www.smmof.org

We proudly salute the lifesaving
efforts of Civil Air Patrol!

Yum! Brands Aviation
 salutes the

men and women
of the

Civil Air Patrol
who give so much

of themselves for the
benefit of others.



FIELD MANUAL

MAYbe—or
MAYbe Not

By Capt. Allen R. Lord, Travis Composite Squadron 22

A Diamond in the Rough? Our Tech Team
Tests the MAY1000 Antenna

Continued . . .

Introduction: During field tests in the Gorman area, I found the Diamond MAY
1000 antenna to be useful. But while its compact size makes it an attractive

alternative to larger designs, I found the antenna to need careful handling. I
managed to break an element during routine testing. And compared to the

three-element Yagi design previously published [see Eagle Call, Winter 2005],
this design didn’t perform as well as the PVC pipe & measuring tape design.

Whereas the adjustable feature is perfect for the repeater hunter, for ELT-based
missions my recommendation remains a perfectly tuned, fixed, three-element

antenna.—Capt. Sam Seneviratne, Technical & Scienfic Editor

READY FOR ACTION: The MAY1000, field-ready.
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MS - NAS - AN & BAC
drawings available on request

We salute and support the lifesaving
efforts of  the Civil Air Patrol!

Over 27 Years In The Business
• Experienced Sales Force
• Extensive Inventory
• All Major Brands Sold
• One Day Delivery Available
• Global Shipping

818.767.6867
Fax: 818.504.2979

11855 Street • Sun Valley

EXCEL AEROSPACE
SUPPLY, INC.

949 N. Cataract Ave., #D
San Dimas
909-305-3999
www.sigtronics.com

THE SPCC MODELS ARE AVAILABLE
TO HANDLE 2-3 RADIOS WITH UP TO
4 HEADSET POSITIONS.

Specialists in “SOUND” Management

SIGTRONICS SPCC
PORTABLE COMMUNICATIONS CONTROLLER
The SPCC Portable Communications Controller
allows airborne communication for up to 3 radios at
the same time in a completely portable package.

The SPCC series controls police and fire bands,
ham radios, CB, flight phones, hand held aircraft
radios, marine radios
– any radio, any time.

See your authorized Sigtronics Dealer
for a demonstration today!

Strange Bird, Inc.
We proudly support
the lifesaving efforts

of our Civil Air Patrol.
Their dedication to

the on-going mission
of providing air search for

downed and missing aircraft
is especially appreciated.
Thanks and good luck!

1880 Century Park E., Suite 1600

Los Angeles

(561) 471-8227

Compliments

of a friend

supporting

Civil Air Patrol.



FIELD MANUAL

TRAVIS AFB—No one really
manufactures a portable hand-
held antenna designed specifi-
cally for receiving emergency-
locator transmissions. Home
builders of antennae for search-
and-rescue missions usually
stick to a tape-measure Yagi
design which, though func-
tional, is something of a kludge,
unprofessional looking in the
field, and varies widely in per-
formance characteristics.

For those reasons, I was
happy to see that San Marcos,
Calif.-based Diamond Antenna

had produced a portable folding
antenna, the MAY1000, that is
adjustable to be used over a
wide range of  f requencies .
They accomplished this by
h a v i n g  t e l e s c o p i n g  w h i p
antennae on a sliding adjust-
ment point mounted on a boom.
Diamond’s design positions the
front element as the driven
element and the rear element
as the reflector. An included
a d j u s t m e n t  c h a r t  a n d  a
metric tape measure help the
antenna perform optimally by
allowing what is essentially a

two-element Yagi antenna to
be field-tuned over a range of
about 120 MHz to 500 MHz.
T h e  t e l e s c o p i n g  a n t e n n a
e lemen t s  lock  in  to  p l ace
when  opened  wi th  sp r ing
ferrules. Folded, the antenna
is a very manageable size,
and resembles a martial arts
weapon (though you might
want to be careful about who
you point it at)!

The antenna can be used
for  t ransmiss ion (or  up to
ten watts) or for reception,

Continued . . .

SWEET SPOT: Diamond’s chart shows how the element spacing changes the sensitivity.
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MAYbe—or MAYbe Not
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An EDISON INTERNATIONAL Company

We thank you
for your

tireless efforts
Keep Them Flying!

Serving Your
Commercial & Industrial

Electrical Needs

11425 Cull Canyon Road
Castro Valley, CA 94552
Phone (510) 538-5228

Fax (510) 538-5229

Thanks Civil Air Patrol
For All Your Hard Work!

Wilson Aircraft
Sales, Inc.

AUTHORIZED AIRCRAFT DEALER
We proudly salute the

men and women of
the Civil Air Patrol.

Keep up the good work!

1102 Blenheim Way
(661) 829-2170

Bakersfield, CA 93312

We are proud to salute
the lifesaving efforts of

the Civil Air Patrol!

805-772-5758
781 Quintana Road

Morro Bay

BLACK
GOLD
PUMP AND

SUPPLY, INC.

Thanks, Civil Air Patrol
 for a job well done!

(562) 595-4475
2459 Lewis Ave.

Signal Hill

The Oil Patch Good Guys

NATIONAL AIR
COLLEGE, INC.

PERSONAL FLIGHT TRAINING
AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE • RENTAL

CHARTER • HANGAR AND TIE-DOWNS

We proudly support the lifesaving
efforts of the Civil Air Patrol.

3760 Glenn Curtis Rd.
Montgomery Field

(858) 279-4595 • 24 Hours
San Diego

www.nationalaircollege.com We are proud
to support the

men and women
of the California
Civil Air Patrol
for their courage
and dedication
to saving lives.

Keep up the good work!

1540 W. Foothill Blvd.
Upland

(909) 920-4021

WAL★ MART®

ALWAYS LOW PRICES. ALWAYS WAL-MART

We are a 321-bed acute care facility
providing a wide range of medical

services from obstetrics and a 24-hour
emergency room to specialized care

for the elderly; from outpatient surgery
to pediatrics and neurocare.

Behavioral Health
Home Health

Children’s Subacute Center

(909) 887-6333
1805 Medical Center Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92411

www.chsb.org

Community
Hospital of
San Bernardino

CHW
Catholic Healthcare West



SANTA MONICA—The
length of a driven antenna ele-
ment resonant at a specific fre-
quency can be determined by
applying energy at that fre-
quency to the element and
adjusting the element length for
a minimum standing-wave ratio
(the ratio of transmitted-to-
reflected power).

When the element length
at resonance has been deter-
mined, ground teams and
UDFs using such equipment
should prepare to reset the
elements to resonant length
subsequent to collapsing and
telescoping for transportation.
Some users suggest applying
marks to the inner telescoping
part with dye or paint. Such
marks tend to be obliterated
by friction from contact with
the adjacent outer telescoping
part—not to mention they
could be difficult to see under
the typically poor lighting
conditions of night missions.

Another means to that end
is to provide a gauge of appro-
priate length(s) for re-setting
the elements in the field. A
slender wooden dowel, fas-
tened for  t ranspor t  to  the
antenna boom, will serve this
purpose .  A s imi lar  gauge
can be used to adjust antenna
elements other t h a n  t h e
d r i v e n  e l e m e n t . —SM W.
Burns
William Burns is a trained engi-
neer and a member of Clover
Field Composite Squadron 51.

TUNE UP:

Adjusting
Telescopic
Elements

al lowing you to  use it with
your hand-held radio to hit
t he  r epea t e r s  i n  marg ina l
areas, or with your direction
finding receiver or scanner to
detect  ELT s ignals  a t  far
longer ranges than an Adcock
antenna,  Doppler  or  o ther
s w i t c h e d - a r r a y  a n t e n n a e
designs.  The manufacturer
claims a gain of 4.5 to 6 dB,
depending upon the  f re-
quency. For comparison pur-
poses,  a 3dB gain increase
would double  your  range,
compared to a simple quarter-
w a v e  ( r u b b e r  d u c k )  w h i p
antenna.

I  t e s t ed  t he  MAY1000
antenna using a 1mW signal
source tuned to 121.5 MHz at
a  range of  200 feet ,  us ing
my Altoids  receiver  [see
“Breathtaking Ingenui ty ,”
Eagle Call, Spring 2005, P.
1 7 . ]  W h e n  p o i n t i n g  t h e
antenna at the transmission
source, I noted a gain of one
or  two S-Meter  points  (or
bars  on the  bargraph)  and
could hear a distinct improve-
ment  in  the  qual i ty  of  the
received tone (a very impor-
tant  test  in radio direction
finding). Although my tests
were  no t  exhaus t ive ,  t h i s
indicates  to  me that  the
MAY1000 wil l  have some
potential for use in the field.

MAYbe—or MAYbe Not

FIELD MANUAL
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READY TO PACK: The
MAY1000, folded.
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I F R
AVIONICS, INC.

Sales • Service • Installation
AVIONICS • AUTOPILOTS

FLIGHT CONTROL SYSTEMS

CUSTOM INSTALLATIONS • RADAR

We are proud to have a
helping hand in the fine

work of the Civil Air Patrol.

818-782-4810

             7035 Sophia Ave.
                   Van Nuys

Santa Monica
Airport

FAA Approved Repair Station
Flight Training & Aircraft Rentals

Hangar & Tie-Down Leases

FULL-SERVICE FBO

3223 Donald Douglas Loop South
Suite 3 • Santa Monica, CA

(310) 458-8591

We salute the
Civil Air Patrol –

A Vital Service For
Safety In the Air.

6 Centerpointe
La Palma

714-228-6417

Supports and Salutes
the

CIVIL AIR PATROL
www.truckeetahoeairport.com

I N C O R P O R A T E D
AERIAL MAPPING

PHOTOGRAPHY & ENGINEERING
REPRODUCTION

2832 Walnut Ave., Suite E
Tustin         (714) 832-2077

 Pacific
 States
 Aviation

Proudly Salutes the Fine Men
and Women of Civil Air Patrol!

Premier FBO in the Bay Area
AVFUEL Jet A & Avgas

Cessna Service Center & Parts Dealer
Jeppesen Flight School & Pilot Supplies

Unicom – 122.95

(925) 685-4400
51 John Glenn Drive, Concord
www.pacificstatesaviation.com

S  U  N  R  I  S  E
A    V    I    A    T    I    O    N

             Southern California’s Premier
               Flight Training Academy

Aircraft Rental • Aerobatic Instruction
“One century of powered flight –
One quarter century at Sunrise”
We are proud to salute C.A.P.
in their lifesaving efforts . . .

“So others may live.”
John Wayne Airport

19531 Campus Dr., Santa Ana
949-852-8850

www.sunrise-aviation.com
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is a formal Statement of Work
(SOW) between CAP and the
USAF. It was the first time ever
that this relationship had been
codified, and truthfully, has been
the subject of interpretation and
review ever since—hence many
of the “changes.”

Sometimes change means
confusion. The two organizations
have suffered predictably. A for-
mal “change management” pro-
cess began early 2005 to address
these issues, and is ongoing. CAP
Legal officers, including our own
California Wing legal officer,
members of Congress, and USAF
participants are actively involved
in this SOW review process. It
continues today.

Some characteristics of the
earlier Civil Air Patrol persevere.
It is still an independent organiza-
tion, existing as a separate entity,
longer than the Air Force itself.
CAP receives funding largely
from the USAF in support of our
primary missions of emergency
services, aerospace education and
cadet programs. CAP serves other
organizations that are neither
funded nor a part of the Air Force
nor included in the SOW. When
executing those non-USAF mis-
sions CAP is not allowed to repre-
sent itself or its membership as
the auxiliary of the USAF but
rather as simply officers of the
Civil Air Patrol.

The most visible result of
today’s interpretation of the SOW
is the removal of the USAF AUX
markings on CAP seals and our
corporate aircraft, some of which
had only recently been added.
That raises a natural question: Are
we the official auxiliary of the
U.S.  Air  Force  or  not?  The

answer won’t be to everyone’s
liking: “Only when actively per-
f o r m i n g  m i s s i o n s  t h a t  a r e
requested specifically by the
USAF.” That distinction is draw-
ing a lot of attention.

A new functional system,
when CAP works under the SOW
as the auxiliary of the Air Force,
is the active mission management
tool WMIRS (see Col. Prusak’s
column in this issue). It is such a
powerful communication and
coordination tool, a new standard
mission procedure, that it enables
us to perform a far greater range
of USAF AUX mission services
on a coordinated local, regional,
and nation wide basis. WMIRS-
documented missions are perfect
examples of where CAP puts on
its Auxiliary “head cover” while
performing its USAF AUX role.

Our new operation security
(OPSEC) requirements relates to
the USAF-AUX jobs alone. In
fact, it has no application to
CAP’s other roles, except insofar
as other agencies that may be on a

How a SOW Changes CAP’s Now
Continued from page 4 . . .

HORIZON LINES

need-to-know basis, per OPSEC.
Those relationships are spelled
out in separate Memorandums of
Understandings (MOUs) between
California OES, the Red Cross,
and other organizations and the
Civil Air Patrol (Inc.). They
receive CAP services (not USAF
Auxiliary), for which there are
separate, non-USAF funding
sources. MOUs fill out CAP’s
other corporate service roles and
responsibilities from time to time
and are what distinguishes the
name under which we operate
and the wide variety of services
CAP performs.

So like much of the technol-
ogy CAP uses, CAP has changed,
too. One thing has remained con-
stant: Change. The CAP story is
not complete. CAP will continue
to evolve, and I trust it will do so
for the better. Aspects of CAP can
be likened to phrases like “This is
not your father’s Oldsmobile….”
And, personally, I think that it
shouldn’t be either.

BLACK AND WHITE: A CAP mission base in the late ’70s.
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FULLERTON—Civil Air Patrol
ground teams and urban direction
finders are altogether more likely
to offer assistance at a traffic col-
lision than encounter an airplane
crash. Still, once they’re on the
trail of an emergency locator

Airplanes Go Ballistic
By Capt. Chris R. Storey, Associate Editor, Eagle Call

The Growing Prevalence of Rocket-Propelled Parachutes
Pose Potential Hazards to Ground Teams. Advice on

What—And What Not—to Do.

transmitter (ELT) or chasing
down a last-known position
(LKP), emergency services teams
don’t know if they will find an
inadvertently activated distress
beacon or the wreckage of an air-
plane. CAP trains them to treat

every incident as life threatening.
Like the traffic collision,

plane crash sites have similar
obvious and sometimes hidden
dangers (see “Yellow Lights on
Electric Avenue,” Eagle Call,
Spring 2006). One potential

SAFETY MATTERS
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hidden hazard is a crashed aircraft
outfit ted with a l ive rocket-
deployed emergency parachute
sys t em.  I ron ica l ly ,  t hough
designed to save lives, these
ballistic parachutes have the
potential to cause injury or death
to the unsuspecting rescuer.

Bal l i s t i c  parachutes  a re
designed to do one thing: Get a
light plane safely on the ground in
the event of pilot incapacitation;
mid-air collision; structural or
control failure; or engine failure
at night over rough terrain or over
water. They are intended for use when
all other options for a safe landing
are exhausted. The leading manu-
facturer of ballistic parachute sys-
tems, Ballistic Recovery Systems
(BRS), St. Paul, Minn., claims to
have saved 188 lives since 1981.

When the pilot pulls an emer-
gency release handle, a 55-foot
diameter parachute deploys with
the aid of a solid-fuel rocket
motor from a specially designed
canister attached to the airframe.
The parachute allows the plane to
descend in a flight-level attitude
and cushions the landing impact.
P a r a c h u t e  d e p l o y m e n t  i s
extremely fast and, under ideal
circumstances can potentially
save the aircraft when deployed
as low as 300 to 500 feet.

BRS systems come factory
standard on the Cirrus Design
Corporation’s SR22 and SR20,
and can be added as an after-
market item on ultralights and
other home-built aircraft. They
are FAA certified for installation
on the Cessna models 150, 152,
172, and 182. The newest genera-
tion of Light Sport Aircraft such
as the Flight Design model CT,
and sport aircraft from Symphony

A i r c r a f t ,  c a n  l i k e w i s e  b e
upgraded or retrofitted. The com-
pany says that worldwide, 20,000
systems now fly on various gen-
eral aviation aircraft. As the
populari ty of sport  aviation
increases, more aircraft manufac-
tures will enter this growing
market. That means CAP teams
are likely to see more and more
aircraft equipped with ballistic
parachutes.

At the scene of an accident,
one can’t count on the victims to
be in a position to warn you that
the aircraft is equipped with a
ballistic parachute, but if they’re
lucid, ask them. Even if the pas-
sengers escape injury, the dam-
aged aircraft with an unfired
rocket intact still poses a threat to
emergency responders.  So prepare
to recognize some of the compo-
nents in the wreckage, or even
identify the BRS parachute logo
on the aircraft. Remember, the Cir-

rus SR22 and SR20s are all para-
chute equipped: You just have to
recognize the distinctive profile.

Ballistic parachute systems
are installed in various locations
according to aircraft design. On
ultralights, the parachute canister
and rocket motor are typically
mounted on the underside of the
open frame. On Cirrus airplanes,
they are invariably installed in the
stowage area, just behind the bag-
gage compartment (a warning is
posted on the fuselage—but don’t
count on it being readable under a
number of conceivable accident
conditions, or even at night). On
Cessnas, the parachute canister is
in the left rear baggage area as
viewed from the front. The rocket
motor is further outboard and to
the left, just under the rear win-
dow. On most installations, plas-
tic or fiberglass covers protect the
components and hide them from

Continued . . .

EXPLOSIVE DIAGRAM: BRS’s life-saving rocket design.
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Subsidiary of Toyota Motor Sales,
U.S.A., Inc.

AirFlite wishes to thank
the Civil Air Patrol for their

dedication and service.

(562) 490-6206
3250 AirFlite Way

Long Beach
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Janitorial Services

Insured & Bonded

               Santa Maria
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David T. Price, Inc.
• Land Leveling
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21657 East Dodds Road
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Cont. Lic. #454997

4235 N. Santa Anita Ave., El Monte
626-448-6129
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El Monte Airport
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Inflatable Aircraft Systems
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31

SAFETY MATTERS

PARA-SHOOT: Ground teams should clear the area of likely accidental
deployment.

view. When fired, the rocket and
parachute will blast up and out of
the rear window.

Once identified and located,
implement procedures to keep
yourself and others safe at the
crash site. Look for the likely
direction the rocket motor would
deploy if activated. Remember,
on most installations it will
launch up from the baggage com-
partment area. Ultralights or other
aircraft may be different.

C l e a r  a  9 0 - d e g r e e  a r e a
extending a minimum of 100 feet
away in that direction. Remem-
ber, the aircraft might be lying on
its side, upside down on the
ground or in the trees, or leaning
against trees or boulders. Under
no circumstances should rescue
personnel place themselves, or

any part of their body, within that
90-degree field. If you suspect a
crashed aircraft  is  equipped
with a ballistic parachute, do
not put your head over the rear
window to look.

 These things are lethal weap-
ons: When ignited, the rocket
generates roughly 225 pounds of
thrust over a 1.2-second burn
time, accelerating to over 100
mph in less than one tenth of a
second. These powerful rockets,
only 1 ½ to 2 inches in diameter
and 8 to 10 inches long, drag a
55-pound parachute with them. If
you are in the path of the rocket
motor when it fires, you can be
critically injured.

One dangerous situation to
first responders occurs when the
aircraft crashes and the ballistic

parachute has not deployed. Look
for sign of deployment: the para-
chute, harness, or lines stil l
attached to the aircraft; or the rear
window broken out and scorch
marks on the parachute harness
straps.  I f  the parachute has
deployed, there remains no haz-
ard posed by the rocket motor.

The rocket motor burns a
solid propellant derived from a
military formulation and is very
resistant to accidental activation.
BRS even claims that rocket
motors exposed to post-impact
fires are unlikely to launch,
though the rocket may burst in the
fire. Some agencies conserva-
tively leave removal and disposal
of unfired rocket motors to local
police bomb squads.

Local fire, police, or sheriff’s
department personnel, who often
aid CAP members in the field,
may not have heard of ballistic
parachutes and will rely upon
your expertise to inform them. If
you are first on-scene and even
alert others to the existence of the
danger, then you have done your
job. While it is true that ballistic
p a r a c h u t e  s y s t e m s  c a n  b e
disarmed with proper tools and
training, that task should be abso-
lutely, without exception, left to
experts. Advise others on-scene
to contact BRS, St. Paul, Minn., at
(651) 457-7491 during business
hours (Central), or (763) 226-
6110 after hours. ELT teams are
advised to keep these numbers in
your packed phone list. Addi-
tional safety information for first
responders is available at the
manufacturer’s web site at
www.brsparachutes.com.

Mind you, the rocket motor is

Airplanes Go Ballistic

Continued on page 39 . . .
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Proudly salutes the many fine men,
women & young cadets who make

up the Civil Air Patrol.
Thanks and good luck!

186 Airway Blvd., Livermore
(925) 449-2142 • www.ahart.com

“Tahoe’s Largest Repair Facility”

(530) 546-2551
5146 North Lake Blvd.

Carnelian Bay, CA

E X E C U T I V E   J E T   C H A R T E R

We salute the lifesaving
efforts of  the

Civil Air Patrol!

818-988-7210
800-538-5389
Fax: 818-988-4086

7401 Valjean Ave., Suite 100
Van Nuys

INSTRUMENT SERVICE & EXCHANGE
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& Engine Instruments
• Repair – Overhaul – Exchange
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• Quality Work / Fast Turn-Time /

Knowledgeable Technicians
Located at Van Nuys Airport

Van Nuys, California
800-345-7599  •  818-786-0300

Otto’s
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Aircraft Instruments
Rick Otto & Richard Delman – Owners

(909) 930-5800
1441 Valencia Place
Ontario, California

  designed
  mobile
  systems ind., inc.

We Proudly Salute the
Men & Women of C.A.P.!

Distributors & Manufacturers
of Mobile Offices

Portable Buildings
RENT – LEASE – BUY – REPAIR

800 S. Highway 33
Patterson        209-892-6298

University of Cal-Davis
Thank you Civil Air Patrol
and keep up the good work!

One Shields Avenue, Davis
530-752-1011

www.ucdavis.edu

(626) 854-1166
17150 Gale Ave., City of Industry, CA

www.walmart.com

We proudly salute and support
the many fine men and women of

Civil Air Patrol.

800-GOOD-JET
Here’s why we’re #1 for

Aircraft Charter in the Bay Area:
• True 24 Hour Availability
• Competitive Prices
• Highly-Trained,
   Experienced Flight Crews

SP AVIATION, INC.
21889 Skywest Dr., Hayward

100LL Exxon
Jet A

             AIR CHARTER
Challenger Jet & 5 King Air’s

Aircraft Sales  Aerial Photography
Air Ambulance  Aircraft Maintenance

Corporate Aircraft Management

209-526-1320
Modesto Airport, 825 Airport Way

210 N. Tehama
(530) 934-2191 . . . . . . Willows

100 E. Walker
(530) 865-5524 . . . . . . . Orland

727 S. Main
(530) 529-7080 . . . . . Red Bluff

SMO 310-396-6770
WHP 818-896-5271
EMT 626-448-6129
POC 909-593-1395
WJF 616-940-1709
CPM 310-631-8140

Proud to be a part of  the lifesaving
efforts of California Civil Air Patrol.

ALWAYS LOW PRICES. ALWAYS WAL-MART
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CAPTAIN’S LOG

into storage in Compton to a
Super Drifter in Corona to a
Hughes 500 in Long Beach.
Capt. Keilholtz said the Wing
“utilized three aircraft, 23 per-
sonnel, 37 man days, [and]
dispatched 20 UDF teams for
four finds.”

April: In advance of the
President’s visit in late April,
ELTs and EPIRBs started
singing first in the north then
in the south, where there were
two on the 20th (Santa Barbara,
Firebaugh Airport); three on
the 21st (Corona); one on the
22nd (Palm Springs); three on
the 23rd (San Diego, Los
Alamitos, Crystal Airport);
one on the 24th (Newport
Beach), then finally a Palm
Springs RF signal with “direct
interference with the presi-
dential visit,” reports IC Lt.
Shane Terpstra. Coincidence?

May: Always on duty (probably
because the overtime pay is so
tantalizing) a member just
happened to notice a distress
beacon at John Wayne Airport
in the O.C. and passed it along
to the Air Force Rescue Coor-
dination Center. John Hill,
Keith Jackson, and Rich
Lovick later turned it off. A
Bell 206 flying Redlands to
Santa Ysabel  dropped off
RADAR and a witness saw a
plume of smoke: That brought
out four state agencies and
CAP, only to discover that the
pilot hadn’t closed out the
flight plan and was safe at
Redlands .  The smoke as

he notified the FAA. The FAA
then contacted the AFRCC
and a mission was opened
based on the probability of the
aircraft crashing due to the
pilot’s inexperience.” Capt.
Keilholtz launched crews from
Group 1 and 7. Joe Orchard
and Bill Hartmann, veteran
officers at Big Bear Valley
Composite Squadron 6750,
provided the intelligence that
the aircraft had taken off with
only a quarter tank, limiting
the search circumference after
RADAR t rack ing  fa i l ed .
National Park Police from the
Joshua Tree National Monu-
ment found the crashed air-
plane—and more important,
two injured survivors—after
the boys tried an emergency
landing ten miles north of
the park.

March: The infamous Banning
Pass (see “Dark Passages,”
Eagle Call ,  Spring 2006),
took two more lives with a
Cessna Caravan traveling
from Wichita to Van Nuys
crashed in mixed rain and
snow. Patrick Jones assisted
San Bernardino County sher-
iffs. Classify 16-19 as a CAP
version of March Madness,
spor ts  fans :  IC Kei lhol tz
reported that “a total of 14
sites were handled under one
mission number. One ELT
may have caused many of the
spinoffs since it had been in
transit in a shipping con-
tainer.” Signals were all over
the Wing map, from a crashed
Cessna 172 that had moved

“unfounded and unrelated”
said IC Keilholtz.

Digress Finds: Lts. Juan
Fernandez and Jenny Burnett
traced an ELT signal at
Whiteman Airport, location of
Group 1 HQ in Pacoima, to one
of our aircraft, annoying a few
members, not to mention the DF
team. All aboard and ready to
sail: In March, Capt. Sam
Seneviratne, 1st Lt. Bob Noble,
and senior member William L.
Burns, all from Clover Field
Composite Squadron 51, Santa
Monica, launched on what they
thought was a ELT mission, and
ended up with a nice cruise,
courtesy of the L.A. County
Sheriff/Harbor Master’s boat to
board the “Southern Comfort 3”
Hunter 410 and shut off the
EPIRB. And, finally, Bob
Keilholtz and Capt. Jon Stokes
secured 16 ELTs at the Aircraft
Spruce in Corona, and IC
Keilholtz, Maj. David Boehm
and Lt. Shane Terpstra awarded
the  two-man  t eam 16  non-
distress Finds (how many clasps
is that?). Supplying the some-
times sarcastic Capt. Keilholtz
w i t h  a n  e n d l e s s  s u p p l y  o f
ammunition to throw against
meandering ground teams and
UDFs, IC Lt. Shane Terpstra
reports (scout’s honor) that Boy
Scout Troop 677 silenced an
ELT near San Diego in February.
Thanks, boys. You’ll get yours
when you join us later. Source of
all above: Closing traffic. Clas-
s i f i e d  m i s s i o n  s o r t i e s  n o t
included, per OPSEC.—Capt.
Greg Solman

REDCAP in Review
Continued from page 5 . . .
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Bruce H. McClaire DDS, Inc.
Is Proud To Support The Lifesaving

Efforts Of The Civil Air Patrol

Newport Medical Arts
320 Superior Avenue, Suite 100

Newport Beach       949-642-7537

E-Publishing Group
  Check out COMM1 frequently
  for new and unique products
  to help you become the best
  pilot you can be!

Call 1-888-333-2855
or www.Comm1Radio.com

EPS Settlements Group
People You Need For Results You Want

Harold R. Kaufman    CA License #0A07946

24325 Armada Dr., Dana Point
949-443-9930 Toll Free: 800-331-8113

www.epssettlements.com

Compliments of….

Jim Krause
Proud to Support the Men

and Women of Civil Air Patrol
for their Dedication and
Courage in Saving Lives.

949-492-0137

  Doheny
Plumbing
1311 Calle Avanzado

San Clemente
Proud to Support C.A.P.!

Haley Flying Service
RELIABLE AERIAL APPLICATION

209-836-0213
15971 S. TRACY BLVD. • TRACY

We appreciate our California C.A.P.!

SPINDLER ENGINEERING CORP.
16823 Saticoy Street, Van Nuys

Redlands Aviation
Proudly supports the courage &
dedication of the men & women

who make up the California
Civil Air Patrol.

Thanks and good luck!

1745 Sessums Dr., #170
Redlands               909-794-5642

707-465-2306

883 W. Washington Ave.
Crescent City

www.redwoods.edu

           Alpine
HELICOPTER SERVICE, INC.

We proudly salute the men,
women & cadets of the

California Civil Air Patrol
in their lifesaving missions.

209-333-7345
W•O•O•D•B•R•I•D•G•E

Strive to deliver our customers highest
quality service at the best quality price.

559-683-7388
40108 Highway 49, #A, Oakhurst

HAYWARD
JET CENTER

Your #1 Bay Area FBO
Most Competitive
Prices In Bay Area

AVGAS • JET A FUEL • OIL • AIRCRAFT

CLEANING • HANGAR & TIE DOWN SPACE

510-670-2864
Charter Services 1-800-538-7787
21889 Skywest Drive, Hayward

   EXCELLENCE . . .

“Aim at perfection in everything,
though in most things it is

unattainable;
however, they who aim at it,

and persevere,
will come much nearer to it
than those whose laziness

and despondency
make them give it up

as unattainable.”

                    - LORD CHESTERFIELD -

E
N
G
I
N
E
E
R
S

•Subdivision •Surveying
•Planning •Drainage
•Grading •R P D
•Condominium

(818) 782-2788

 DOW PRECISION
 HYDRAULICS   Quality Since 1967

FAA Certified Repair Station
License #DORR262Y

1835 Wright St., Le Verne
909-596-6602 / www.dowprecision.com

Cal-Pacific Builders, Inc.
Proudly Salutes The Many Fine
Men, Women & Young Cadets

Who Make Up The Civil Air Patrol!

P.O. Box 355
Escalon, CA 95320
(209) 838-6617

     FALCON
 ABRASIVE MANUFACTURING, INC.
From our popular line of “ULTRA THIN” cut-off wheels to
the newest and toughest “XP HI-SPEED” portable cutters,

Falcon Abrasive will consistently provide the industry
with the highest quality products and service.

255 Paseo Tesoro • Walnut, CA
909-598-3078 • 800-322-8812

www.falconabrasive.com
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TRAVIS AFB—A number of
years ago, I attended a Civil Air
Patrol activity during which a ca-
det observed what he believed to
be an auto burglary in progress.
The cadet broadcast over a CAP
radio that he had seen a man
breaking in to a car and running
away. The cadet stated that he
could see the man from his van-
tage point and requested assis-
tance in notifying the police.

At that point, a CAP “old
timer” jumped on the radio and
ordered the cadet to walk away.
He stated over the air, and in later
defense of his actions, that posse
comitatus law prevented CAP
from becoming involved in any
police activity.

Notwithstanding the wisdom
of that advisory and the age of the
particular cadet, it became abun-
dantly clear that posse comitatus
and how CAP should operate
under that law is not well under-
stood by CAP members.

First, a disclaimer: I am not a
lawyer. I am a licensed private
investigator and a security con-
sultant. The following should be
regarded as commentary based on
my interpretations of the law.

Originating in early 15th cen-
tury English law, posse comitatus
(from the Latin for “power of the
county”) referred to the authority
of the county sheriff to summon
any able-bodied male over the age
of fifteen to assist him in keeping
the peace or to pursue and arrest a
felon. Though the American roots

Police Power-less?
By Capt. Allen R. Lord, Travis Composite Squadron 22

Seeing Our Mission Fall from ‘Bombs Away’ to ‘Hands Off,’
One Wing Officer Asking if Posse Comitatus Really Constrains CAP

date to the Revolution, it survives
to this day, for instance, codified
in California Penal Code 150:

Every able-bodied person above 18
years of age who neglects or refuses
to join the posse comitatus or power
of the county, by neglecting or refus-
ing to aid and assist in taking or
arresting any person against whom
there may be issued any process, or
by neglecting to aid and assist in
retaking any person who, after being
arrested or confined, may have
escaped from arrest or imprisonment,
or by neglecting or refusing to aid and
assist in preventing any breach of the
peace, or the commission of any
criminal offense, being thereto law-
fully required by any uniformed
peace officer, or by any peace officer
described in Section 830.1, subdivi-
sion (a), (b), (c), (d),(e), or (f) of Sec-
tion 830.2, or subdivision (a) of Sec-
tion 830.33, who identifies himself or
herself with a badge or identification
card issued by the officer’s employ-
ing agency, or by any judge, is pun-
ishable by a fine of not less than fifty
dollars ($50) nor more than one thou-
sand dollars ($1,000).

The common law and Califor-
nia agree substantively that any
and all such citizens have a duty
to come to the aid of law enforce-
ment when requested to do so.
California has raised the age re-
quirement to 18 years of age. (The
15-year-old limit may have origi-
nated from the common law’s
mandatory membership age of 14
in the irregular militia, which was
codified in the U.S. Act of Militia,
1776.) So, even our minor cadets,
though they may not be a part of
the militia, are still “persons” and
may make arrests. Indeed, the

penal law and common law allow
any person the rights of arrest.
Juveniles are also still bound to
assist the law because they have a
duty to obey lawful commands of
the civil authority.

The Posse Comitatus Act of
1878 was a Reconstruction era
law intended to prevent the mili-
tary from becoming a Guardia
Civil, or national police force.
Originally created as a rider to an
Army appropriations bill, it was
later re-drafted as part of the U.S.
Code. After the Civil War, the
Army had been used in the South
to maintain civil order, and to imple-
ment the policies of Reconstruction.
The Army maintained a presence
to make sure that no further
rebellion was allowed to flourish.

The Act remained essentially
intact until 1956, when it was
applied to the then relatively new
Air Force:

18 U.S.C. 1385. Use of Army and
Air Force as posse comitatus
Whoever, except in cases and under
circumstances expressly authorized
by the Constitution or Act of Con-
gress, willfully uses any part of the
Army or the Air Force as a posse
comitatus or otherwise to execute the
laws shall be fined under this title or
imprisoned not more than two years,
or both.

It is interesting to note that in
the entire history of the Act, not a
single person has been prosecuted
for a violation of the Posse Comi-
tatus Act. For all intents and pur-
poses it has been watered down to

Continued . . .



36

        Big
        Bear

                   Airport District
                    909-585-3219

FBO – Maintenance & Flight School
Barnstorm Café • Mandarin Garden

www.bigbearcityairport.com

DRS Marine, Inc.
We are proud to salute the fine

men & women of C.A.P.

                                         1378
                      L    emon St.

Vallejo                707-648-3483

AbleAbleAbleAbleAble     AirAirAirAirAir
C O R P O R A T I O N

Aircraft Maintenance & Service

818-899-7468
12659 Osborne St., Pacoima

  SCHAEFER
 AMBULANCE
SERVICE

         JOHNSON – FRANK
          & ASSOCIATES, INC.

          Land Surveying &
         Geomatics Engineering

         714-777-8877
5150 E. Hunter Ave., Anaheim

      C & D
        Aerospace

AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURERS
Serving the area with

pride and dependable service.
2641 Airpark Drive

Santa Maria         805-922-5995

3753 John J. Montgomery Dr., Ste. 2
San Diego            858-505-5650

www.corporatehelicopters.com

• Search & Rescue
• Aerial Photography
• Aerial Crane
• Aerial Video
• Tours / Survey
• Helicopter Maintenance

CORPORATE
   HELICOPTERS
         of San Diego

Shier Aviation Corp.

101 Hartley Place, Goleta
805-967-8096 / FAX: 805-964-2162

STRATMAN AERO
SERVICE, INC.

Complete Service
For Single-Twin
Engine Aircraft

SAN-LO AERIAL SURVEYS
A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION

877-273-2112
858-565-1024

4879 Viewridge Ave., San Diego

Proud to support our
Civil Air Patrol members.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC AC-
COUNTANT

507 1st Street, Suite B
Woodland   (530) 666-2727
Email: pscpa@pacbell.net

Patrick Scribner

Harris & Associates
SINCE 1974

Serving the planning design & construction
management needs of public agencies.

120 Mason Circle
Concord         (925) 827-4900

www.harr is-assoc .com

12653 Osborne St.
Pacoima

818.899.5974

Warren Aerial
Photography, Inc.

email: warrenap@gte.net
web: WarrenAerial.com

Fax: 818.897.6153

 Klein
           Farms, Inc.

We salute the men and
women of the C.A.P.!

200 Cypress Dr.
Woodland   530-662-7932

Wood Group
Turbopower, Inc.

PTGA Hot Sections & Fuel Nozzel
F.A.A. Approved Repair Station NE4D385M

2531 Nina Street, Pasadena, CA 91107
626-304-9756  /  FAX:  626-304-0387
Email: chuck.foster@woodgroup.com

          LAFFERTY
            AIRCRAFT SALES

Complete Aircraft Sales – Brokerage & Management
High Performance Singles – Light & Cabin
Class Twins Turbo Props & Business Jets

We Specialize in Quality Pre-Owned
Beechcraft, Cessna and Piper Aircraft

San Jose Jet Center • 408-293-5352
1250 Aviation Ave., San Jose

    Aircraft
     Stamping Co.

PRECISION SHEET METAL PRODUCTS

Short-run metal production services
1924 Chico Ave., South El Monte

626-443-2713
www.aircraftstamping.com

5216 Pacific Blvd., Huntington Park
(323) 587-4141 • www.aircraftxray.com

   We are proud to   support
the lifesaving missions of C.A.P.

Aircraft Engines Service
and Maintenance

13633 S. Crenshaw Blvd.
Hawthorne     310-679-6457

                                      Since 1932

BLS PARAMEDIC • CCT • AIR AMBULANCE
1-800-582-2258   www.schaeferamb.com

Van Nuys  . . . 818-786-8713
Los Angeles . . 213-468-1600
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the point of uselessness. This is
largely because Congress retained
the right to grant legislative
exceptions to the Act. The excep-
tions to the Act are broad scale
and vast, allowing such things as
the use of the military to enforce
laws and defend national parks,
secure Indian lands, suppress
“cowboys” in Arizona, and doz-
ens of similar exceptions. One of
the most sweeping qualifications
is found in the U.S. Code:

42 U.S.C, 1989: United States mag-
istrate judges; appointment of per-
sons to execute warrants. Persons
appointed by magistrate judges to
execute warrants related to certain
specified offenses have the authority
to summon to their aid “…Bystanders
or posse comitatus of the proper
county or such portion of the land or
Naval forces of the United States, or
of the militia, as may be necessary…”
to enforce those warrants.

Civil Air Patrol Regulation
900-3 reads in part “…CAP mem-
bers may not be deputized nor may
they take an active part in arrest or
detention activities and have no
authority to restrict persons by use
of force, actual or implied.”

At first glance, that would
seem to be in conflict with the
California law mandating coop-
eration with law enforcement,
under penalty of fines, no less.
The dual nature of CAP members
intensifies the contradiction.
Members operating within the
corporation have no more author-
ity to arrest someone than a shoe
salesman; yet they retain all of
their civil liberties and obligations
and the corporate policies of CAP
do not abrogate them (except
under circumscribed conditions
when members operate under the
Uniform Code of Military Justice).

Moreover, that regulation

does not directly countermand a
citizen’s arrest made by CAP
members for offenses committed
in their presence or upon their
persons. Indeed, the United States
Department of Defense codified
in AR 600-40 that all members of
the military have the ordinary
right of private citizens to assist in
maintenance of the peace. This
includes the right to apprehend
offenders. Citizen’s arrest power
is defined by local law but the
power to make a citizen’s arrest is
a traditional common law right.

It is clear from a reading of
CAPR 900-3 that the regulation is
intended to prohibit the making of
arrests and other active use of
CAP in civilian law enforcement.
Obviously, CAP has no legal
authority as an organization to
affect an arrest under any intrinsic
color of authority.

As a corporate policy this
may be sage advice, but it is not
the law, only the policy of a char-
tered corporation. So the question
remains: Are members of the
Civil Air Patrol on duty even sub-
ject to the Posse Comitatus Act?

The answer, not surprisingly,
is both yes and no. The Office of
the General Counsel to the U.S.
Air Force makes it very clear in
his policy paper on the subject:

1.  Threshold Requirements
There are two threshold requirements
for the applicability of the Act to a
particular action: the location of the
action and the status of the actor. As
to location, the Act is presumed to
have no extraterritorial implications.
As to the status of the actor, the Act
applies to the following:
Active Duty Air Force Members
(except when acting off-duty in a pri-
vate capacity);
Department of the Air Force civil ser-
vants under military supervision;

Air National Guard members in fed-
eral status;
Air Force Reserve members on active
duty or active duty training; and
Civil Air Patrol (CAP-USAF) mem-
bers performing Air Force directed
missions [emphasis added]

CAP counter-drug missions,
though usually limited to the
transportation of Drug Enforce-
ment Agency personnel, is clearly
Air Force-assigned (or approved);
and it is not uncommon for mem-
bers on routine flights to, for
example, report suspicion of
makeshift methamphetamine labs
to law-enforcement agencies. Our
ability to carry out such missions,
which would seem to be a viola-
tion of the Act if read at face
value, stem from Congressional
exceptions carved out of the Act.
There is no question in my mind
that we are de facto “federal
agents”  when ass is t ing law
enforcement.

We are therefore not exempt
as private persons in our obliga-
tion to come to the aid of law
enforcement, except when acting
as an agent of the Air Force while
on an assigned Air Force mission.
Air Force assigned missions are
well defined. When CAP is cov-
ered by the Federal Torts Claims
Act, we are on Air Force-assigned
missions; when we’re not, we are
just a bunch of mall security
guards—but with all the obliga-
tions of good citizens.

Capt. Allen R. Lord is deputy
commander of Travis Composite
Squadron 22, a licensed private
investigator, and an instructor
with the California University of
Protection and Intelligence Man-
agement (www.Cupim.org). He
can be reached via email:
CaptALord@aol.com.

ATTITUDE

Police Power-less
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M. I. AIR CORP.
Flight Training • Airplane • Helicopter
1745 Sessums Dr., Ste. 180
Redlands    909-794-1515

E-mail:  info@miair.net

Coldwell Banker
Pioneer Realty

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL
We are proud to support & salute
the many fine efforts of the men

& women of our Civil Air Patrol!
(916) 283-0370

372 West Main St., Quincy

Manufacturers Of:
Corrugated Containers – Folding Cartons
Singleface Lamination – Foam Packaging
209-526-0444 / 800-772-0444

4530 Leckron Rd., Modesto

PACIFIC
SOUTHWEST
CONTAINER

We are proud to salute the
lifesaving work of the

California Civil Air Patrol!
6660 Riverside Dr.

(909) 591-1827               Chino

Dairyland
Hay Co., Inc.

Girardi & Keese
- A T T O R N E Y S -

Proudly Salute and Support the
     Men and Women of C.A.P.!

213-977-0211
1126 Wilshire Blvd.

Los Angeles

Litz Construction Co.
Homes of Distinction

“Serving Plumas County Since 1978”

  • Custom Homes
  • Lite Commercial
     & Remodeling

   530-832-5518      Portola

Jimsair Aviation Services
Charter Brokerage Services • Travel Agency

Aircraft Sales • New & Used
Pistons – Turbo Props – Jets – Brokering

2904 Pacific Hwy., San Diego
(619) 298-7704 / Lindbergh

International Airport

  DIEFORM
Precision Tubular Swaging and Fabrication

Flaring, Bending, Expanding, Hole Piercing/
Punching, Push/Pull Rods, Control Rods and

Torque Tube Assembilies for aerospace,
automotive, medical and commercial.

310-323-6695 • www.swaging.com
700 E. 139th St., Los Angeles

HANGAR RENTALS • TIEDOWNS • FUEL • FLIGHT TRAINING • A & P SERVICES

  San Bernardino County
  Department of Airports - CNO
  Office: 909.597.3910 • Fax: 909.597.0274
   Email: CNOMGR@AIRPORTS.SBCOUNTY.GOV

We Are Proud To Support
Our California Civil Air Patrol
In Their Lifesaving Missions!

AFI
Flight Training Center

FULLERTON AIRPORT
(714) 773-0741

w w w . f l y a f i . c o m

SALES & SERVICE

J & R Electronics
    FAA XB3R9651
  Radio & Autopilot

   20511 Skywest Dr.
   Hayward            (510) 782-5657

Healthcare and Education • Distribution and Warehouses
Retail • Commercial Offices • Hotel and Entertainment

                Technology / Construction Management

DAY  CONSTRUCTION
is proud to salute and support C.A.P.!

            3188 Airway, Building C
         714-885-8950 • Costa Mesa
www.dayconstruction.com

• Complete Retubing Services
• Machining, Welding

• Tube Cleaning – Rodding Out

13488 Fifth Street, Chino • 909-613-9000

CONDENSER &
CHILLER SERVICES

I N C O R P O R A T E D

TROJAN PETROLEUM

                805-922-0461
1665 W. Betteravia Rd. • Santa Maria

Sullivan Propeller

                        510-782-0920
20995 Skywest Dr.  •  Hayward

Service and Sales
Hartzell / McCauley

Sensenich / Woodward
FAA CRS S5UR963J

www.flighttrails.net

                 H E L I C O P T E R S,  I N C.

         4805 E. Falcon Dr. • Mesa, AZ 85215
FIXED WING AND ROTOR WING

SALES AND SERVICE

AVIONICS & INSTRUMENTS

877-FLYTRLZ [359-8759] • 480-396-7242

F L I G H T  T R A I L S

19 Passenger Aircraft
Executive Jets

562-869-4128
12101 S. Crenshaw Blvd.

Suite 1                Hawthorne, CA

KNOW-HOWE WELD & MACHINE, INC.   AIRCRAFT JACKS

1020 Glen Road • Newport, MN 55055
Phone: 888-625-2257 • Fax: 651-493-3954

Web: www.aircraftjacks.com

Est. 1981
Serving the Central Coast with Truck &

Trailer Tank Wagon & Card Lock Carrying
Shell, Union L.S.C. Arco and Other

WHOLESALE PETROLEUM
PRODUCTS

Turnaround Capabilities
Radio Dispatched
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PALM SPRINGS—
The Gannett Founda-
tion donated $2,000 to
the Cadet program of
Palm Springs Squadron
11 at a fundraiser in
Rancho Mirage in May.
The Mayor of Palm
Springs, Ron Oden, at-
tended the event, laud-
ing Civil Air Patrol pi-
lots and celebrating the
cadet program.

Gannett’s Desert
Sun and Fleming’s Res-
taurant sponsored the
evening.—Maj. Bruce
Marble, PAO

The Sun Shines on Palm
Springs Cadet Program

SNAPSHOT (L-R): Capt. John Craig, Commander, Maj. Bruce Marble, Lt. Mary Bauman, Mindy
Watkins, community relations director of Gannett’s Desert Sun, Maj. Roy Hofheinz and Maj. Roy
Heimburger.

not an armed, hair-trigger device
waiting to explode. Built in safety
features make it safe and reliable.
Activation requires a deliberate
pull of 30 to 40 pounds to activate
the igniter and launch the rocket
motor. When pulled, the release
handle will travel approximately
two inches before encountering
built-in resistance. At that point,
only about 7/16 of an inch of
additional cable pull will acti-
vate the igniter and launch the
rocket motor.

After a significant crash, the
airframe might be broken up or
distorted. The mechanical cable
connecting the emergency release
handle to the rocket motor igniter
might have been stretched nearly
to the ignition point. If this con-
necting cable is fully stretched,
moving the damaged aircraft can
provide the additional 7/16 of an
inch of travel needed to trigger
the igniter.

Yes, there is risk at the scene
of an accident, but it is easily

minimized. Above all else, take
whatever steps necessary to keep
California Wing’s most valuable
asset—that would be you—safe.

Capt. Storey is the Emergency
Services Officer of Fullerton
Composite Squadron 56, and is
active in CAP ES. Capt. Storey is
a certified SARTECH II with the
National Association of Search
and Rescue (NASAR), and a Cali-
fornia state licensed Emergency
Medical Technician.

Airplanes Go Ballistic
Continued from page 31 . . .
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 Sequoia
  Orange, Inc.

Farming over 4000 acres of citrus
in the San Joaquin Valley
150 West Pine St., Exeter

(559) 592-9455
www.sequoiaorange.com

We are proud
to support the

Civil Air Patrol!

Open Everyday
LUMBER AND PLYWOOD CUTTING AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 7:30AM - 7PM • Sat & Sun 8AM - 6PM
GOODMAN’S BUILDING SUPPLY

775 Red Wood Hwy.
 Mill Valley          415-388-6233

WWWWWeeeee
DeliverDeliverDeliverDeliverDeliver

Unicom 122.95Unicom 122.95Unicom 122.95Unicom 122.95Unicom 122.95
Weather & Flight Planning Services

Maintenance • Avionics Repair • FSS Line Service
Chevron Branded Jet A & Avgas

www.mercuryairgroup.com / 805-964-6733805-964-6733805-964-6733805-964-6733805-964-6733
404 Moffett Place, Goleta404 Moffett Place, Goleta404 Moffett Place, Goleta404 Moffett Place, Goleta404 Moffett Place, Goleta

Great West
Produce, Inc.

Fruit & Vegtable Brokers
  Serving the area with
 quality and distinction.

2600 S. Eastern Ave.
City Of Commerce
323-869-0200

Is proud of the lifesaving efforts
of Civil Air Patrol!
530-865-1173

Willows-Glenn
County
Airport

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

1-866-866-9983
400 WOLVERINE WAY • SPARKS, NV

COMPLETE PROPANE SERVICE

Randazzo Concrete
FOUNDATIONS • SLABS • WATER LINES

EXCAVATING • BACKHOE • CLEARING • GRADING

24 Hour Phone Service
909-585-2891

State License: #277798 / Erwin Lake

619-448-9000 / 800-888-3227
1825 N. Marshall Ave., El Cajon

Proudly Salutes
the Lifesaving

Efforts of
Civil Air Patrol!

   Since 1952

FAA Certified Repair Station
Certified Cessna Service Station & Parts Dealer
Certified Mooney Service Station & Parts Dealer

OMF Aircraft Authorized Dealer for California & Arizona
1749 W. 13th St., Upland

909-985-1977 • www.foothillaircraft.com

Peppertree
Distributors, Inc.

Proudly Supports Our
California Civil Air Patrol.

(909) 884-3197
1375 E. Baseline, San Bernardino

DYNAMO AVIATION, INC.

(818) 785-9561
16147 Leadwell St., Van Nuys

FAA Repair Station
LZ3R676L

• Manufacture
• Water Heaters
• Coffee Makers
• Aircraft Maintenance

• Repair & Service
• Refrigeration Units
• Nicad Batteries
• Sheet Metal Fabrication

FAA FAR PART 133 135 137

888-562-5979 www.blackhawkhelicopters.com

CARDED: S.A.G. - C.D.F. - O.A.S. - FORESTRY

Located at Gillespie Airport
1920 Joe Crosson Drive, #8, El Cajon

E-Mail: kenkrauss@blackhawkhelicopters.com

LARGEST NAVY CLUB IN THE SOUTHWEST

CAP MEMBERS ELIGIBLE
North Island Navy Flying Club

San Diego, CA  (619) 435-2525

Flight Instruction
Aircraft Rentals
T-34’s Available

WWW.NINFC.COM
PART 141 SCHOOL

          Tom’s Aircraft
     Maintenance, Inc.

2641 E. Spring St., Long Beach
562-426-5331 • 800-441-1485
www.tomsaircraft.com

M C Concrete
Construction Company

Residential & Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES • FOUNDATIONS • SIDE WALKS

POOL DECKS • DRIVEWAYS • SLABS
SAWING-BREAKING & REMOVAL

P.O. Box 394, Los Alamos
(805) 344-4064 / (805) 688-7414

F. D. Sweet & Son
M O R T U A R Y

         When Caring
          Really Counts

                                             (530) 865-3349
     825 “A” Street, Orland

Med-Pac, Inc.
Air Ambulance Systems
Quick Change Medical Interiors
FAA APPROVED • LIGHT WEIGHT • CUSTOM INSTALLATIONS

FIXED WING AIRCRAFT AND HELICOPTERS.
Visit www.med-pac.net for more information.

PO Box 5 Lake Park, MN 56554
Toll free: 866-875-8068

218-238-5100  Fax: 218-238-5102

Santa Maria Airport
3820 S. Blosser Rd.

Santa Maria

ARCTIC AIR      SERVICE, INC.

805-938-5500



TEHACHAPI—Twenty-seven cadets state
wide participated in Central California Group
6’s first ‘Introduction To Flight’ camp here in
August, a corporate-sponsored event more than a
year in planning. Those attending the four-day activ-
ity received basic information on both powered and
glider aircraft before climbing into the cockpit.
Though severe weather shut down flight operations
early on Saturday, each cadet received at least one
flight in both types of aircraft.

Instruction in the gliders started with the basics:
Assembly. Lt. Col. Jim Welliver, deputy commander
of Los Alamitos Glider Training Squadron 41, then
cleared the activities despite ominous skies, declar-
ing that the area “has some of the best thermals for
sustained flight.”

Porterville Cadet Senior Master Sergeant Sylvia
Crandell gave a thumbs-up to ground control and the
tow pilot. Sgt. Crandall reported her flight as “really
great” and said she “definitely wants to fly again.”

Pilots such as Capt. Kevin Judy and Capt. Bob
Souza of Tehachapi Composite Squadron 46 gave
many cadets their first flight in a powered aircraft.
Cadet Airman Myron Gutierrez was all smiles as
pilot Capt. Rob Custer of Bakersfield Composite
Squadron 121 prepared to take off. Afterwards, he
said the flight was “great” despite knees he described
as “shaky.”

The activity was not restricted to flying alone.
Cadets also received instruction from senior member
Eric Minlschidt in basic first aid and hands on train-
ing in Urban Direction Finding techniques.

Former Assemblyman Phil Wyman, a long time
supporter of CAP, as well as artist Don Morgan, who
donated the design of the Glider Camp t-shirts,
attended the concluding awards banquet. Lt. Col.
Steve Asche joined the festivities to represent the
Wing Commander Col. Virginia Nelson. Capt.
Thomas (Tim) Wallace, Commander of Squadron
46, was named outstanding senior member;
C.J. Bishop was named outstanding cadet for
his positive attitude and hard work.

Activity commander Lt. Col. Mark Dickerson

RE:CAP

Innovative Flight Camp Takes Off
presented Capt. Theresa Longley with a poster of an
SR-71 signed by the last pilot to fly the aircraft, as
well as Astronaut Gordon Fuller, as a token of appre-
ciation for her many hours of labor. “This could not
have happened with out the hard work of fellow CAP
members,” said Capt. Longley, Commander of
Sequoia Porterville Composite Squadron 33, who
helped originate the event. “But also a big ‘thank
you’ goes to all those members of the community,
whether corporate or private citizens that donated
money to give our young people this opportunity.”

The flight camp was borne out of a simple ques-
tions. CAP received donations from Wal-Mart, Bank
of the Sierra, Scaled Composites, as well as indi-
vidual contributions.—Capt. Maureen Pride,
Group 6 PAO

THUMBS UP: Cadet Airman Myron Gutierrez, Burbank
Cadet Squadron 63, embarks upon his first flight. Despite
appearances, Rob Custer, Bakersfield Composite Squadron
121, did the  actual piloting.
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22005 Skywest Dr., Hayward
510-782-9063

www.budfieldaviation.com

1125 Lone Palm Ave.,Suite A-1
Modesto  •  (209) 575-2308

We proudly support the men and
women volunteers of  Civil Air Patrol!

Proudly supports the lifesaving
efforts from the members of C.A.P.

90 Sale Lane • Red Bluff

Proud to support Civil Air Patrol!
2225 Plaza Pkwy.

Modesto      209-524-4733

2549 Sperry Ave., Patterson

(909) 866-5766
www.bigbearmountainresorts.com

  Ferndale
           RESORT & MARINA
       • Lakeside Hotel Units
       • Restaurant
       • Boat Rentals & Sales
   6190 Soda Bay Road, Kelseyville

707-279-4866

909-829-7030
1670 Miro Way          Rialto, CA

We gratefully acknowlege the
lifesaving work done by the
volunteers of Civil Air Patrol

MERCY
AIR...a heartbeat away

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1908
5081 Bullion St.

Mariposa                 209-966-2021

• TITLE
   INSURANCE

• ESCROW
   SERVICES

D. M. K. AVIATION
1035 Anderson St.

Red Bluff       530-529-3240
We wish to thank the members of
our local Civil Air Patrol for the

work they do on behalf of air safety.

ON TARGET
FIREARMS INSTRUCTION

SPECIALIST
IN SALVAGE

www.parkerdiving.com
415-331-0328 Toll Free 1-800-464-3010
P.O. Box 1648, Sausalito, CA 94965

(209)
892-8241

SPRAYING
SEEDING

FERTILIZER
DUSTING

A&P, I.A., Flight Instructor 619-562-9088

Antique Aircraft Restoration • Wood, Fabric & Paint
Aircraft Maintenance-All Types

1825 N. Marshall Ave.        El Cajon

Beth Carver, GRI
Broker Associate

Realtor / Property Manager
bethc@basslakerealty.com

D.R.E. Lic.#01033334

(559) 642-3610 BUS.

(888) 220-8633 TOLL FREE

www.basslakerealty.com
(559) 658-1784 CELL
(559) 642-2771 FAX

Pines Village • North Shore
P.O. Box 349 • Bass Lake, CA 93604

Plew Plumbing & Electrical
• Complete Selection Of Plumbing

                       And Electrical Supplies
                       • Pump & Filter Systems

(916) 623-6591
31480 State Hwy. 3

Weaverville

  ALVAREZ AIR
Air-Conditioning * Installation * Refrigeration

A
AC
H

Phone 559-799-1679
Fax 559-594-5915

John Alvarez, Owner

348 East Oakland
Farmersville, CA

LIC> #614901

“With Our Compliments”

Toll Free: 1-888-PIK-PROP
818-779-7767    [745-7767]

16140 Covello Street, Van Nuys

Executive
Propellers, Inc.

ROSEMARY J. MACHADO
REAL ESTATE

P.O. Box 2361
Sausalito, CA 94966

(415) 332-9331

Red Bluff
California

530-529-7060

ALWAYS LOW PRICES.

Proudly Salutes the California Civil Air Patrol!

(209) 824-2000
1205 S. Main St., Manteca



MARCH ARB—Inland Empire
Group 3 hosted Spek-Trak 2006
over the last weekend of July as
part of its ongoing efforts to
aggressively train members and
thereby increase the operational
readiness of the Group. The Spek-
Trak weekend was devoted to
familiarizing members with the
responsibilities and requirements
of CAP’s various specialty tracks.
Event coordinator Lt. Col. Jessica
Black and project officer 1st Lt.
Kimberly Craig set up a weekend
offering training in the specialties
of Administration, Aerospace
Education, Finance, Historian,
Logistics, Professional Develop-
ment, Public Affairs, and Recruit-
ing, Retention and Recognition.

Though a few classes were
scrubbed for low enrollment
(Administration, Finance and

Training is Specialty of
Group 3 Weekend

Historian tracks, for example),
most were met with enthusiasm.
Hosea Taylor, a senior member
who uses his USAF rank of Chief
Master Sergeant, taught interested
members how to track and man-
age CAP assets. Lt. Col. Jack
Nahrstadt revealed the intricacies
of how to guide CAP members in
their professional development.
And Lt. Col. Charles Wiest led an
energetic session on providing
CAP members with the only pay
they will receive from CAP: Rec-
ognition. Col. Wiest taught how
recognition attracts members
and retains their interest in the
organization.

Former  Cal i fornia  Wing
director of public affairs Lt. Col.
Fred Mahadocon conducted the
Public Affairs Officer (PAO)
specialty track course, assisted by

Col. Wiest and Capt. Maureen
Pride. The course introduced pro-
spective and acting PAOs to the
many facets of public affairs
duties. Col. Mahadocon main-
tained that public affairs could be
the glue that holds a unit together,
from developing good relations
with the community to publi-
cizing CAP activities via the
media by properly releasing infor-
m a t i o n  d u r i n g  t e n s e  m i s -
s ion  situations.

The Aerospace Education
track—led by Lt. Col. John Stark
and assisted by Lt. Col. Fred
Pitcher, Capt. Saman Seneviratne
and 1st Lt. Dave Goude—sur-
prised attendees. The weekend
was filled with live demonstra-
tions of proven AE activities such
as paper-airplane design and test

Continued . . .

READY FOR THE PRESS: Graduates of the Group 3-hosted Public Affairs Officers training course.

RE:CAP
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marin volvo-saab
Independent Repair • N.I.A.S.E. Licensed

Factory Trained in Volvo & Saab Turbo

  24 Woodland Ave.
  San Rafael

Denim Blues, Inc.
We salute the lifesaving efforts of the

California Civil Air Patrol!
72 Commercial St., #2

Portola . . . . . 530-832-6363

Above & Beyond
  Aviation

Proudly Salutes the Members of C.A.P.
(415) 897-9549

351 Airport Rd., Novato

MANPOWER
209-529-4821

1700 Standiford Ave.
#100            Modesto

Southern Cal
Aircraft Repair

1880 Joe Crosson Dr.
(619) 448-5010      El Cajon

De Martile
Automotive, Inc.

200 E. Main St., Quincy
530-283-2211

Dean Team Realty
12561 Palm Dr., Ste. D • Desert Hot Springs

www.Century21DeanTeam.com

C A One Service
2500 E. Airport Dr., #2215

Ontario, California
We proudly lend a helping hand to the
lifesaving efforts of Civil Air Patrol!

Bill’s Air Center, Inc.
•Annuals •Maintenance

•Modifications •Rebuilding •Details
3147 Donald Douglas Loop South
Santa Monica      (310) 397-8183

Red-Aero
Aircraft Maintenance & Rebuilding

1745 Sessums Dr.
Redlands     909-794-3244

AVIONIC EQUIPMENT  • INSTALLATION & SERVICE
19711 Campus Dr. Hangar A, Santa Ana • 949-757-0290

Donald C. Cecil
            Proudly salutes the
            men and women of

            the Civil Air Patrol!

Kruger Aviation, Inc
Is proud to salute the Civil Air Patrol!

310-391-6747
2701 Airport Ave., Santa Monica

Cairns Funeral Home
      Is proud to salute the
         Civil Air Patrol!
  940 F. Street, F626
  Reedley   559-638-2233

Rolling Hills Aviation, Inc.
AIRCRAFT CHARTER & RENTAL

MAINTENANCE  SALES

310-375-0061
3473 Airport Dr., Hangar #4, Torrance

www.avaition-rha.com

NICKSON’S
MACHINE

SHOP, INC.

805-925-2525
914 W. Betteravia Rd.

Santa Monica

Serving the area with pride and quality service.

Huff Properties
Proudly salutes the Men and women

of the California Civil Air Patrol!
909-982-2881

1465 N. 2ND AVE.    •    UPLAND

CALICO COMPRESS
& WAREHOUSE COMPANY

(661) 792-2134
31968 Phillips Road, McFarland

Beaudoin
C O N S T R U C T I O N
Roads - PRoads - PRoads - PRoads - PRoads - Pads - Wads - Wads - Wads - Wads - Water Tater Tater Tater Tater Truckruckruckruckruck

209-966-3394
5227 Carleton Rd., Mariposa

We are Proud to Support C.A.P.!
Pacific Inn at Seal Beach

     600 Marina Dr.
         Seal Beach
   (562) 493-7501

CENTRAL WELDERS
SUPPLY, INC.

(831) 728-2068
P.O. Box 1328, Watsonville, CA 95076

            Pacific Western
            Aerial Surveys
             COLOR AERIAL PHOTOS

                 805-963-0382
              329 S. Salinas St., Santa Barbara

G & S

BIG CREEK

Lodi Airport
AUTOMATED CREDIT CARD FUEL

SYSTEM 24 HRS DAY

23987 N. Highway 99
209-369-9126              Acampo

900 SANTA FE AVE., HUGHSON
We Salute Civil Air Patrol!

Lakewood
Funeral Home

209-883-0411
FD-1392

(415)
459-7178

Larry Chandler
(760) 329-2320

880 L Street, Arcata
P.O. Box 237

Bayside, CA 95524

(707) 822-7720
pacificbuilders-arcata.com

530-628-5521 • 1-866-628-5521
 ~Daily and Weekly Rates~

Clean Cozy Rooms in a Rural Setting
       Bring Your Pets
P.O. Box 6, Hayfork, California 96041

LODGE & MOTEL

             Plastic
            & Wood

Fabrication, Inc.
We proudly salute C.A.P.!

19110 E. Arrow Hwy.
(626) 915-8643          Covina



flights; controlled flight of a
model aircraft on a string; and
Alka-Fuji rockets (named after
their solid rocket fuel, Alka-
Seltzer, and the converted film-
canister engine housing).

The highlight of the class was
a visit of F-16 fighter pilots and
crews on alert readiness for ter-
rorism. Lt. Col. John Jensen,
120th Fighter Wing of the Mon-
tana Air  National  and Alert
Detachment Commander here,
briefed participants on the mis-
sion of the 120th,  which was
assigned that standing duty in
February 2004. Col. Jensen gave
a briefing on the alert mission and
other missions that the 120th has
supported, such as the Unit’s
deployment to Balad Airbase,
Iraq, in the summer of 2004, and
its current assignment in Korea.
Col. Jensen said the commander
and the deputy commander, along
with 32 maintenance support per-
sonnel, are permanently stationed
here while the pilots who sit alert
rotate in. The briefing was fol-
lowed by a trip to the flight line to
view the F-16s, which remain
operationally ready and so that
the pilots can scramble at a
moment’s notice.

Though Group 3 originally
intended the weekend exclusively
for its own members, it quickly
opened enrollment to the entire
Wing, even spicing up the event
with a number of drawings for
donated prizes, including one for
having traveled the greatest dis-
tance to the airbase. Winners of
the “Thunder in the Canyon” jig-
saw puzzle: Lt. Col. James Sena
and 2nd Lt. Jacoba Sena, San Jose
Squadron 36.—Capt. James
Daley, PAO, San Bernardino
Squadron 5

Training is Specialty of
Group 3 Weekend

SANTA MONICA—Maj. Stan Katten, Commander of South Bay
Squadron 129, Torrance, debriefs mission pilots at Santa Monica Air-
port following a Group 1 disaster relief/homeland security exercise con-
ceived by a team under Capt. Ben Schick, Clover Field Composite
Squadron 51, here in August. The exercise simulated a major earth-
quake followed by an opportunistic terrorist attack in downtown Los
Angeles. Maj. Katten and Capt. Schick ran the all-day exercise, which
utilized the air and ground resources of six Group 1 squadrons and at-
tracted the attention of KABC television, Los Angeles, which covered
the event. Outside agency participation included the Emergency Volun-
teer Air Corps, the Santa Monica chapter of the Red Cross and APT
Ambulance Service. Lt. Col. Ron Butts acted as the Incident Com-
mander; Maj. Joe Spahr ran air operations; and Capt. Rudy Melson,
Squadron 129, briefed participants as Safety Officer. “It exceeded my
expectations in the smoothness and cooperation between the airport
authority, squadrons, and outside agencies,” said Capt. Schick.—Capt.
Greg Solman

Group 1 HSX
‘Exceeds Expectations’

RE:CAP

RE:CAP Continued page 52 . . .
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Aeromax Industries

John Wheeler Logging, Inc.
We are proud to support C.A.P.!
Red Bluff      (530) 527-2993

Skyway Engineering, Inc.
3130 Skyway Dr., Ste. 305

Santa Maria    805-928-1221

Aero Tech
562-696-1128

8354 Secura Way, Santa Fe

Delta Sandblasting Co., Inc.
1310 Tennessee

707-647-3250           Vallejo

Rick Hoefer
C O N S T R U C T I O N

909-585-8465     Big Bear City

Donald Mauldin
proudly salutes the men & women of  C.A.P.!

Bill & Kathy’s
530-724-3535

P.O. Box 97 • Dunnigan • CA 95937

PACIFIC CREST AVIATION, INC.
482 W. Meadow, Big Bear City

909-585-9663
www.pacificcrestaviation.com

Landmark Electronics
(626) 915-4467

712 Arrow Grand Circle, Covina

Trinity County Sheriff’s Office
Sheriff Lorrac Craig & Staff
are proud to salute the C.A.P.!

McBride & Associates
711 W. Lambert Road

Brea          (714) 529-1111

   Snow Goose Farms
    6834 County Road 60
 Willows • (530)934-2778

Vogel Engineers, Inc.
909-598-7065

300 Paseo Tesoro, Walnut

NEAL CURRENT
salutes the men and women
of California Civil Air Patrol!

VOLZ RADIATOR
714 6th St., Orland  530-865-4377

Kenneth Smith EA
1610 Solano St. #A

Corning              530-824-1040

Flying Vikings, Inc.
21593 Skywest Dr.

Hayward             (510) 670-4719

B.W. Capital Corporation
3100 Oak Rd. #210

Walnut Creek • 925-930-2882

HIRD A R S CONSTRUCTION
775-482-6892

P.O. BOX 575 • TONAPAH • NV 89049

Wally’s Tire & Wheel
559-846-6621

1020 N. Madera Ave., Kerman

Landino Drilling Company
5360 Coast Rd.

Davenport         831-426-4129

Burro Canyon Shooting Park
22100 East Fork Rd.

Azusa                 626-910-1344

 Preston Persky
 proudly supports the
 lifesaving missions of C.A. P.!

Sun Flower Ranch
     We Salute     Civil Air Patrol

Patterson             209-892-8020

559-846-9369
FAX 559-846-9361

538 S. Madera Ave., Kerman
C H A P E L

Palm Memorial

Sky Forest Electrical Supplies
     (909) 337-0811

      28670 Highway 18, Sky Forest

Tangles
530-832-0325

164 E. Sierra St.
PORTOLA

Aeromax Industries
818-701-9550

9546 Topanga Canyon Blvd., Chatsworth

3390 Auto Mall Dr., Westlake Village, CA 91362
866-538-2554

       KS
         AVIONICS, INC.

EGT, CHT & BTM SYSTEMS
510-785-9407 / 800-346-4469

25216 Cypress Ave., Hayward
www.ksavionics.com

   San Francisco
        Helicopter Tours

Spectacular Sightseeing Flights Over
San Francisco Bay and Wine Country
650-635-4500       San Francisco

      Catalina Flying
            Boats Air

3215 E. Spring St.
Long Beach        562-595-5026

                   www.united-flight.com
Flight Instruction
Aircraft Rentals

and Maintenance
120 Aviation Way, Watsonville • 831-722-4155

CALLAWAY AVIATION
Aircraft Maintenance and

the Aerohaven School.
505 W. Meadow Ln.

Big Bear City • (909) 585-4303

AAAAAMERICANMERICANMERICANMERICANMERICAN S S S S SPORPORPORPORPORTSCOPTERTSCOPTERTSCOPTERTSCOPTERTSCOPTER
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We are proud to salute C.A.P.!
900 Bland Blvd., #A21

Newport News, VA • 757-872-8778

A V I A T I O N
408-272-0245 / FAX 408-272-0996

13025 Murphy Ave., San Martin

Accurate Air Engineering, Inc.
710 N. Sacramento St., Lodi           209-334-4340

“Your Compressed Air Specialist”
• AIR & GAS COMPRESSORS

• VACUUM PUMPS • DRYERS

• ACCESSORIES • SERVICE

Serving You Since 1976

705 Mill St.
Red Bluff, CA

(530) 528-0700
 www.mosslumber.com

15370 HWY 101 N.
SMITH RIVER

707-487-7333
http://www.seaescape.us



The 5 Bad Habits of
Highly Ineffective

Academy Applicants

The 5 Bad Habits of
Highly Ineffective

Academy Applicants

Think that
Mitchell on Your
Shoulders is a
Golden Ticket to
the Air Force
Academy?
Prepare to Be
Shot Down, Says
the Author of
Book on How to
Get In.

By 1st Lt. Elizabeth Boyle, Diablo Composite Squadron 44

CONCORD—Every year, about
60,000 would-be “zoomies”
apply to the Air Force Academy
to become a part of the entering
Cadet Class of 1,300. But the
number of people who fail is
equally astonishing: Roughly
46,000 people will not qualify to
attend the Academy; about
50,000 will never receive a nomi-
nation to attend the Academy.
That leaves 58,700 who will not
become a part of the entering
cadet class.

Even if you have been an
BOYLE-D DOWN: The former Academy appointee distills her wisdom in a book.

CADET COSMOS

Continued . . .
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Pearson Pool Company

209-632-6682
1768 McCormick St., Turlock

  Beacon Burger
“Del Norte’s oldest burger restaurant
& home of the original Pink Lady.”

160 ANCHOR WAY • CRESCENT CITY

p

San Carlos Aviation
& Pilot Supplies

620 Airport Dr., San Carlos • 650-592-2322

Coast Hardware
5028 State Hwy. 140
Mariposa • 209-966-2527

George D. Chen
PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

CIVIL AIR PATROL!

Air San Luis
805-541-1038

785 Airport Dr., San Luis Obispo

SKYLINE Landscaping,
Ponds, Streams & Waterfalls
909-337-5862         Cedar Glen

North Valley Propane
530-934-7005

526 S. Butte St., Willows

             Irving Moskovitz
             is proud to salute the

men and women of the C.A.P.!

Rose Yandel
Salutes the

Civil Air Patrol!

Les Marino
proudly supports the C.A.P.!

3-R Sales
Quality Fasteners for Aviation & Industry
Canyon Country   (661) 252-0740

Donald E. Bessey
Is proud to support our

California Civil Air Patrol!

ARCHITECTURAL CONSTRUCTION &
ENVIRONMENTAL SUPPORT SERVICES

3203 Lightning St., Suite 114
Santa Maria              805-349-0049

Best Western ~ Big America Hotel
1725 N. Broadway, Santa Maria

For Reservations:  805-922-5200805-922-5200805-922-5200805-922-5200805-922-5200

2218 S. Thornburg St.
Santa Maria

805-925-3011

Central
Coast

Bearing

860 Capitolio Way
San Luis Obispo
805-546-9082

James T. Nelson
is proud to salute the ongoing missions

of the California Civil Air Patrol.

Roy E. Lay Trucking
530-662-1711    •    Woodland

Bill Rush
proudly salutes California Civil Air Patrol,

because it’s always a rush to help out!

Jem Aero, Inc.
(949) 852-1567

2003 Quail St., Newport Beach

Christiana-Santa Rita Farms
16035 South Indiana

(209) 387-4578             Dos Palos

Rodney Schatz
Salutes & Supports

California Civil Air Patrol!

                                                               H. Forbes
      Simpson

is proud to salute Civil Air Patrol!

Aero Paint
1780 Joe Crosson Dr.

619-449-3444   El Cajon

Escape For All Seasons
41935 Switzerland Dr.

909-866-7504      Big Bear Lake

                                   DICK GUSTAFSON
          Proudly salutes

          the Civil Air Patrol!

Schaefer’s Parking Lot Service
7237 Summerset Blvd., Paramount

(562) 634-3164

ALPINE FIRE SERVICES, INC
249 OTTER WAY

PORTOLA          530-832-4324

Joel M. Weber
Proudly Supports the Men and

Women of California C.A.P.

Hayfork Drug Store
77 Main Street

(530) 628-5231          Hayfork

Elk Grove Auto Dismantlers
10250 Waterman Rd.

Elk Grove         916-685-2583

Orbic Helicopters
16700 Roscoe Blvd.

Van Nuys      818-988-6532

Norm Brudigan of
Bay Engineers, Inc.
Proudly salutes C.A.P.!

 Steve’s Bail Bonds
(805) 541-2680

 P.O. Box 937 • Morro Bay

Bigfoot Campground
    & RV Park

Hwy. 299 W., Junction City  •  530-623-6088

AircrAft Windshield co.
562-430-8108

10871 Kyle St.     Los Alamitos

Compliments of . . .

Quail Cove Lakeside Lodge
Fawnskin     909-866-5957

Bickley’s Heating  & Air Conditioning
Red Bluff   530-527-7188

Aremac Heat Treating
(626) 333-3898

330 S. 9th Ave., City Of Industry

Tolle’s Flying Service, Inc.
 Aerial Applicators
 530-738-4205
 5105 Seymour Road, Robbins

Mariposa Medical Equipment
5194 U.S. HIGHWAY 49 NORTH

MARIPOSA            209-742-6224

Chetco Pharmacy & Gifts
890 Chetco Ave.

Brookings   541-469-2616

              I.K. CURTIS SERVICES, INC.
           818-842-5127

2501 Burbank Blvd., #301, Burbank



active cadet in the Civil Air
Patrol—even if you’ve earned
your Mitchell award—there will
be plenty of competitors out there
vying to enter the same cadet
class. In fact, about 90 percent of
the entering class had no CAP
cadet experience. Achievement in
CAP, much less lackluster partici-
pation, won’t be enough to get
you into the Air Force Academy.

This is bound to be a wake-up
call for some cadets, and even
their adult  mentors.  But the
research in Zoomie to Be: How to
Win an Appointment to the Air
Force Academy (based both upon
my personal experience as an Air
Force Academy appointee, and
upon the experiences of others)
bears this out.

These failures noted here
indicate some bad habits that
could prevent your application
from getting off the ground. If
you can identify with one of the
bad habits, that doesn’t mean that
you will never achieve your goals
in life. It doesn’t even mean that
you will never win admission to
the Academy. But you may need
to work toward correcting your
approach angle as quickly as pos-
sible. And correcting these bad
habits will have the added ben-
efits of improving other aspects of
your life.

1Failure to take every test
and assignment seriously.
The Air Force Academy is

one of the premier colleges in the
country, and you need to be seri-
ous about your academics. You
are applying to a very prestigious
school.

About 60 percent of your
admissions score is going to be

your academic composite score.
It’s based upon your “Prior Aca-
demic Record” (i.e. your grade
point average) and your standard-
ized test scores. Your academic
grades in school are built one
assignment and one test at a time.
So you need to take every test and
every assignment seriously. Learn
what you need to learn, and prac-
tice until you know it cold. Fail-
ure to learn from a mistake on an
assignment or test can cost you
dearly in the long run.

Furthermore, if you don’t
learn from your mistakes as soon
as the assignment is returned, it
can then cost you points on a test,
then on the mid-term or final
exam—a triple threat.This will
affect your grade for the class
and, finally, your G.P.A.

2Failure to get an early
start in the Academy’s
admission process. That

includes finishing all Academy
applications and nomination
packages as quickly as possible.
Every single service Academy
appointee interviewed recom-
mended starting the application
process as early as possible. For-
get about the Academy’s official
deadline of January 31 of the year
of entry. That’s way too late.
Most nominating officials will
already have made their decisions
and will have notified the Acad-
emy by then.

Not that it’s easy: You’ll
have a lot of items to submit to
the Academy, such as your
DODMERB (Department of
Defense Medical Examination
Review Board) medical exam,
Candidate Fitness Assessment,
liaison officer interview, and the

multipart application itself.
Then there’s nomination forms.
Failure to complete these items
as early in the admissions pro-
cess as possible can cost you an
appointment.

3Failure to get a medical
waiver or to initiate addi-
tional medical testing as

quickly as possible. Applicants
need to be prepared to take action
promptly if  they need addi-
tional medical testing to cor-
rect any open items from your
DODMERB medical exam. If any
disqualifying medical issues are
discovered, you need time to
either rebut DODMERB’s find-
ings by supplying additional
information at your own expense,
or to apply for a waiver. Both
options can take months. Stay on
top of any additional testing or
information that DODMERB
may request  f rom you.  One
appointee couldn’t get a medical
waiver in time to enter the year
he applied to the Academy, forc-
ing him to attend another college
for a year.

4Failure to be thoroughly
prepared for interviews
with your liaison officer

or nominating officials. The
interview with your liaison officer
or nomination official is a job
interview, and you need to treat it
as such by preparing thoroughly.
At a minimum, you should read
the Academy’s catalog, other
admissions materials, and any
current press releases about the
Academy that you can find. You
should also be prepared to discuss
your accomplishments, your plan

Continued . . .

CADET COSMOS

5 Bad Habits . . .
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Changes Hair Studio

2088 East Main Street
Quincy          530-283-9378

509 East Main St.
530-283-0690

Taylorsville

Feather River
~ RV MOBILE HOME PARK ~
71326 Hwy. 70 • Portola • 530-836-2183

WHIRLWIND EXCAVATING
TWIN RIVERS RANCH

P.O. Box 988, Templeton, CA 93465
805-466-1467

Plumas Hearing Center
68 E. Central Ave., Quincy

(530) 283-9980

CANYON REPAIR
909-930-530

1828 E. ELM ST.      ONTARIO

General Hardware Co.

401 Miller Ave., #A
Mill Valley      415-383-6611

STAGECOACH REALTY
149 E. Sierra St., Portola

530-832-5525

Hair House
330 Bonta Street, #2

Blairsden  530-836-2116

McFarland Tire Service
107 W. Kern Ave.

661-792-0168     McFarland
Frank Schelling

Proudly Salutes The Many Fine Men
& Women Of The Civil Air Patrol!

Lake Tahoe Electric
197 W. Sierra, Portola

530-546-3791
FLANIGAN LEAVITT INSURANCE

(530) 238-1112
400 W. Main St., Quincy

Rudolph Auto Body & Towing
559-846-8211

14703 W. White Bridge Ave.          Kerman

Aristo-Craft
Metal Products Company

14801 Keswick St.
Van Nuys • 818-780-3563

Redlands Plumbing &
Heating & Air Conditioning
429 Texas Street, Redland • (909) 793-8461

Bruce Kemper
is proud to support the lifesaving

efforts of the Civil Air Patrol.

Cozy Hollow Lodge
909-866-9694

P.O. Box 3541, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

                   (661) 299-1628Joe’s Shoe Repair
   18348 Sierra Hwy., Santa Clarita

Keith Fontana Construction
415-256-9491

21 Golden Gate Dr., #D, San Rafael
Schmid’s Of San Clemente Fine Chocolates

99 Avenida Del Mar
San Clemente                                  949-369-1052

Mid-Cal Ag Aviation, Inc.
 853 S. Sonoma Ave.
 Kerman • 559-846-8689

E S & S Company
925-462-4393  Fax: 925-484-5173
P.O. Box 742, Pleasanton

JEFFERIS AUTO BODY
       805-543-4757

269 Tank Farm Rd., San Luis Obispo

Paso Robles Truck Center
2348 Golden Hill Rd.

805.238.1466     Paso Robles

Crossan Andersen
Proudly Salutes The Fine

Efforts Of Civil Air Patrol!

Heli Stream, Inc.
3000 Airway Ave., Ste. 350

714-662-3163         Costa Mesa

LONG’S CABINET SHOP, INC.
6114 Highway 9

831-335-5533      Felton

A&K FRAME & ALIGNMENT
                    661-259-3228
25834 Springbrook Ave., Saugus

Quality Aero Maintenance
12145 N. Devries Rd.

Lodi          (209) 366-1040

Pacific Firewood &
Lumber, Inc.   831-722-9663
2536 Freedom Blvd., Watsonville

Ly-Con of California
(559) 651-1070

8231 W. Doe Ave., Visalia

Goofy Graphics
805-772-5785

925 Main . . . . . . . Morro Bay

AIR CHARTER
 AIR CARGO

                                     www.marcair.com
805-782-8111 • 1129 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo

 Cal-Pine Chalets
         909-866-2574
41545 Big Bear Blvd. • Big Bear Lake

Little Bear RV Park
  102 Little Bear Rd.

    Blairsden • 530-836-2774

HUGH’S
BARBER
SHOP

Geek’s Computer Service
         530-283-1428
  507 Main Street, Quincy

Allied Washoe, Inc.
285 Crescent St., Quincy

530-283-2080

JOHN SLOAN FENCING
20 Years in the Business

13428 Wild Country Way, Santa Clara
661-298-1987

Grizzley Creek Ranch
 5900 Grizzley Rd.
 Portola  530 832-1085

Dunn’s Coffee & Fine Teas
     231 W. Main St.
   Quincy    530-283-5061

Kerman Food Market
   567 S. Madera Ave.

           Kerman    559-846-3000

Mount Whitney Pest
Control, Inc.  559-592-9318
30443 Rd. 220             Exeter

Courthouse Cafe
 525 Main St., Quincy

530-283-3344

 Han’s Boat Works
 483 Noble Ave.
 Farmersville    559-739-2628



THE SALUTE OF SUCCESS: Can you overcome bad habits and climb to Colorado?

of attack for winning an appoint-
ment to the Air Force Academy,
and your reasons for wanting to
go to the Air Force Academy.
You may also have to go to a sec-
ond interview as part of the pro-
cess. Some interview questions
may throw you off guard if you
aren’t thoroughly prepared for
them. Here’s one hot-button ques-
tion for which you can be pre-
pared: A well-considered opinion
of the current military deploy-
ments in Iraq and Afghanistan.

5Failure to document your
accomplishments in a
meaningful way. Appli-

cants should take the time to write
their accomplishments down and

quantify achievements. You’ll not
only need to tell the Academy
admissions department what you
did during high school, but show
them what you produced. Those
can be two very different things.
Write down and present the
activities that you were involved
in during high school, the role that
you played in each organization,
and the specific results that you
achieved within that organization.
In fact, a good idea is to actually
write down the results you wish to
achieve in each of your high
school activit ies before you
embark upon them. Often the act
of defining and quantifying your
goals can focus your attention on
achieving them.

5 Bad Habits . . .

1st Lt. Elizabeth Boyle, Aero-
space Education officer for
Diablo Composite Squadron 44,
is the author of Zoomie to Be:
How to Win an Appointment to
the Air Force Academy (The
Randolph Network, 2005) based
upon her experiences of winning
an appointment to the Air Force
Academy her senior year of high
school. Her book includes a seven
step process for winning admis-
sion. It is available in paperback
at www.lulu.com/content/364596
and will be soon available in
downloadable format at www.air
forceacademyappointment.com.
The book is dedicated to the “out-
standing Men, Women and Cadets
of the Civil Air Patrol.”
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EL CAJON—Ongoing support
of Air Group One—the Com-
memorative Air Force (CAF)—
and its Wings Over Gillespie
Air Show engendered rare coop-
eration between Arizona and
California units. Phoenix Cadet
Squadron 144 and Skyhawk
Composite Squadron 47,
Oceanside, collaborated on the
two-day mission in April.

Cadet 2nd Lt. Bobby Coeur
of Squadron 144 led as Cadet

Commemorative Air Force
Gives Cadets Context

Commander, assigning Cadet
Chief Master Sgt. Matthew
Corey Deputy Commander du-
ties. Highlights of the event in-
cluded the first pyrotechnics dis-
play (simulating a Vietnam-era
bombing run by Douglas A-1
Skyraiders); aerobatics by AT-6
Texan, Marchetti SF-260, P-51
Mustangs, Curtis P-40
Warhawks, Grumman TBM
Avenger, and Vought F4U Cor-
sair fighters.

NOSTALGIC SAFETY VIOLATIONS: Hand cranking the B-25 Mitchell “Tondelayo” propellers, prior to engine start.

“Getting close to the big
bombers when all their engines
are running is a unique experi-
ence,” said Cadet Chandra
Murphy, San Diego Cadet
Squadron 144. “And going in-
side the B-17 and B-24 was like
going back in time and seeing
what it was like to be the
crew.”—Capt. Dennis S.
Ammann, PAO, San Diego
Cadet Squadron 144
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Edwards AFB Hosts Cadet Week
Participants visited the 95th

Air Base Wing Explosive Ordi-
nance and Disposal Division
where they observed the mission
and objectives of EOD. They also
toured the 95th Security Forces
Military Working Dog facility,
the Security Forces Squadron ar-
mory and the 412th Operation
Support Squadron Life Support
shop, as well as the Air Traffic
Control tower. Cadets then got an
up-close-and-personal look at an
F-22 Raptor.

The Edwards’ Cadet Week is
the third annual program, which

started in 2003 with a procla-
mation from the Air Force chief
of staff .  Gen.  T.  Michael
Moseley, in his Cadet Week
memorandum, wrote:  “The
CAP cadet program is a recruit-
ing tool for the Air Force and as
such, I ask that every instal-
l a t ion  con t inue  to  conduc t
activities like tours of aviation,
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t
facilit ies as well as instruc-
tional sessions, to help cadets
think more about the Air Force
as a potential career.”—1st Lt.
Joel Mehler, PAO

STARTING OFF WITH A BANG: Cadet Airman 1st Class Jessica Waldrop detonates 5 pounds of C-4 at the Explosive
Ordinance Disposal Division range as part of Cadet Week. Photo by SM Al Lafferty.

EDWARDS AFB—About two-
dozen cadets and senior members
participated in the Edwards Air
Force Base-hosted National Civil
Air Patrol Cadet Week in July.

Highlights included a visit to
the NASA Dryden and Air Force
Flight Test Center facilities on
Edwards itself. “The base really
came together to put on a fantastic
set of tours and hands-on demon-
strations that these cadets will
remember for years to come,”
said Maj. Jason Markiewitz,
Commander of Edwards AFB
Composite Squadron 84.

RE:CAP



SANTA MARIA—Six western
states in the Civil Air Patrol’s
Pacific Region participated in
“Operation Seismic Survey” over
a two-week period in August. Lt.
Col. Mike Lewis, director of Cali-
fornia Wing’s “Core Group”—a
planning unit specifically tasked
to design homeland security
exercises—conceptualized the
exercise over a two-and-a-half
month period. Nevada, Oregon,
Washington, Alaska and Hawaii
Wings contributed to the ultimate
success of the disaster simulation.

Col. Lewis met with John
Tinley of the U.S. Geological
Survey and Rich Davis of the
Western Disaster Center to deter-
mine the likely needs following a
large-scale disaster involving
seismic activity and volcanic
eruption. Working under the
direction of Col. Larry Myrick,

Six State Wings Cooperate In
Rare Region HSX

THE “CORE” CORPS: Col. Larry Myrick, Lt. Col. Mike Lewis, Col. Ernie Pearson,
visit the Control Room.

SIMULATED SEISMIC: The Owens Valley, as seen by a California Wing aircrew
during “Operation Seismic Survey.”

Pacific Region Vice Commander,
the exercise would center on pro-
viding real-time aerial reconnais-
sance information.

Operations included aerial
photography as deliverable intel-
ligence. Phase 2 and 3 added tar-
gets for Alaska and Hawaii
wings; and a transportation mis-
sions from Washington to Cali-
fornia respectively. Sixty percent
all aircraft in Pacific Region were
utilized during the exercise time
period. The exercise also tested
High Frequency (HF) radio com-
munications, digital imaging and
Satellite Digital Imaging.—Maj.
Carol A. Schaubschlager, PAO

RE:CAP



LOS ALAMITOS—The semi-
annual RocStock at the Lucerne
Dry Lake in the high desert of
San Bernardino County drew
both cadet and seniors from
multiple squadrons in a few
neighboring Groups in June.
This year the event was com-
bined with a field-training exer-
cise and attended by members of
Los Alamitos Cadet Squadron
153, Brackett Composite Squad-
ron 64, La Verne, Chino Cadet
Squadron 20, and Clover Field
Composite Squadron 51, Santa

RocStock Reaching New Heights
Monica, among others.

Some of more serious build-
ers in the Wing (including Lt.
Col. Phil Laisure, Squadron
153) control hand-made rockets
capable of reaching 15,000 feet,
requiring FAA clearance. Even
the failures, such as Squadron
153’s fiery faulty rocket motor
disaster in June, are spectacular.

The cadets of Squadrons 64
and 153 are engaged in an ongo-
ing friendly rivalry to reach the
large-scale rocket heights.
Squadron 64 leads the contest,

having achieved an altitude of
6,500 feet. Squadron 153’s best
reached a height just below
that—owing largely to the fact
that both squadrons are using
Col. Laisure as their rocket-
design ringer.

The RocStock was spon-
sored in part by the Rocketry
Organization of California, and
What’s Up Hobbies. The next
RocStock is expected to be 9 to
11 November.—Reported by
1st Lt. Frank Galati, Los
Alamitos Cadet Squadron 153

NEW HEIGHTS: RocStock reached 6,500 feet AGL in an earlier contest this year.
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SANTA MONICA—Two Civil
Air Patrol pilots were recog-
nized for “exceptional service
and professionalism” by CAP-
RAP Maj. John A, Janka,
USAFR, following a search-
and-rescue/homeland security
exercise in June.

Pilot in Command 1st Lt.
Bryan Rosencrantz, Clover
Field Composite 51, Santa
Monica, and Mission Observer
Maj. Charles Russell, South Bay
Squadron 129, Torrance, “per-
formed in an exemplary manner
all facets of operation during a
photo reconnaissance mission
over Highway 10 between Palm
Springs and Blythe,” according
to a letter from Maj. Janka to Lt.
Col. Mike Prusak, California

CAP-RAP Recognizes
Rosencrantz, Russell

Wing’s Air Force liaison officer.
“Navigating the complex

and congested airspace across
the Los Angeles Basin, they
demonstrated outstanding pilot-
ing skills and teamwork, safely
avoiding high volume traffic
areas and deconflicting their
flight path from other aircraft,”
wrote Maj. Janka. “Once estab-
lished on mission track, they
quickly identified the objective
and with great skill maneuvered
the aircraft to achieve optimal
photographic resolution of the
target area.”

Maj. Janka was especially
impressed with the CAP offic-
ers’ ability to prosecute the mis-
sion despite setbacks such as
improper equipment. “They

INSPIRING: Lt. Rosencrantz on the field at Santa Monica Airport.

were able to engage a vendor to
render aid in this endeavor,
making the mission a success.”

Maj. Janka characterized
1st Lt. Rosencrantz and Maj.
Russell as “an inspiration to the
U.S. Air Force Auxiliary.”

Maj.  Russell  commented
afterward that it was, for him,
an ordinary training mission in
which obstacles  had to  be
overcome. “We were on a typi-
cal CAP reconnaissance pro-
f i le  mission,” added Lt.
Rosencrantz. “We did our best
to overcome difficult equipment
issues and circumstances to pro-
vide the mission base with the
photographs that were needed in
a timely fashion.”—Capt. Greg
Solman, PAO

RE:CAP



Santa Ynez
Band of

Chumash
Indians

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is proud to honor all those
who make a difference in our lives and the communities in which we live.

By working together, community by community, we can help
to achieve a better life for everyone.

Santa Ynez Indian Reservation
P.O. Box 517, Santa Ynez, CA 93460

Phone: 805-688-7997  )  Fax: 805-686-9578

▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼▲▼

Make the SMART CHOICE
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL

1-888-HOLIDAY (888-465-4329)

1-805-736-2391
1417 North H Street, Lompoc

• NEWLY RENOVATED
• Outdoor Pool
• Complimentary Breakfast
• High-Speed Internet Access
• Whirlpool
• On-Site Guest Self-Laundry Facilities
   (washer/dryer)
• Iron / Ironing Board
• Coffee Maker
• Health / Fitness Center On-Site

www.hiexpress.com/Lompocca

For a good night’s sleep & a great day.

An Easy Place to Find
and a

Hard Place to Leave

Gilda Cordova & Staff are proud to
salute and support the many fine men,

women and young cadets of the
Civil Air Patrol.

Keep up the Good Work!



VISALIA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT
(559) 713-4201  / FAX  (559) 713-4827
9501 W. Airport Drive     •     Visalia
Visit us at our website for more information and current weather. . .

www.flyvisalia.com

CIVIL AIR PATROL
MAGAZINE

P.O. Box 7688
Van Nuys, CA 91409

Our management & staff are proud to salute
and support the men, women and young cadets of

Civil Air Patrol and their lifesaving efforts.
Keep up the good work!

• Airline Service • Fuel
• Charter Services • Rental Cars
• FBO’s • Shuttle Service

Committed to meeting the aviation travel
and recreation needs of the community.
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