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By Col. Craig Newton, CAP
Commander, California Wing

Commander’s
Corner

      To the  Members        ofCalifornia    Wing

A warm welcome to all our members in 
2024. As we look ahead to 2024, we need to take 
a moment of reflection and see what we accomplished to get here. 

2023 brought a big change to California Wing. Finally, out of the 
shadow of the pandemic, our membership numbers jumped and we 
are back to our pre-pandemic levels. What we lost during that time, 
we have not fully recovered. While we are back up in numbers, we 
lost some very experienced members and the members that stayed, 
lost some of their skills. Squadrons are having to rebuild their 
cadet cadre with no officers. Squadrons are having to scramble for 
trainers to get their members back up the professional skills that our 
customers expect from us. And in typical CAP fashion, we are back 
in fighting form.

As we enter 2024, I want to emphasize the importance of edu-
cation; that education needs to start with each of us. It is not good 
enough let our own education fall away and expect others to learn. 
We need to set the example and learn. Learn something new; are you 
an aerospace education master? Then take some classes on cadet pro-
grams. The AXIS website is full of great information, covering many 
of the areas within CAP. On a side note, did you know that AXIS is 
scheduled to be retired and a new, more user friendly, application is 
coming in the spring?

Also, did you know that CAWG has its own version of the 
Learning Management System? It is also being reworked and 
updated. Stay tuned for more information.

Our cadets continue to amaze me. Our Cadet Advisory Council 
(CAC) has met for the second time and has formed committees to 
work on the tasks that they have been assigned, along with their own 
agenda items. The Wreaths Across America (WAA) gave our cadets 
the opportunity to demonstrate their respect and honor for our fallen 
service members. I have been privileged to attend several awards 
ceremonies in the past month. At one of these, I witnessed 10 cadets 
get their Curry Award. Several Mitchell awards and one Eaker. And 
that’s just the ones I attended! Our future is in good hands with our 
cadets.

mailto:david.oberhettinger%40cawgcap.org?subject=
mailto:david.oberhettinger%40cawgcap.org?subject=
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Just like our cadets, our 
senior  members  are  doing 
remarkable things. From Waldo 
flights to MQ9 escort missions; 
from sUAS to HF radio, the list 
of what our senior members 
have accomplished is almost 
endless. 

With all of the training avail-
able, we will continue to be the 
premier volunteer organization. 
We look around and see the con-
tributions of the members of 
CAP. The next question “What 
will you leave as a legacy to 
CAP?”

Serving America’s commu-
nities, saving lives, and shaping 
futures.

For CAP, the Numbers Tell the 
FY2022 Story

By all accounts, fiscal 2022 was a banner year for CAP. Consider 
these significant year-end milestones:

•	 60,125	members,	including	25,000	cadets.	That’s	a	6.5%	increase	
in membership over the previous Sept. 30. Most notably, it pushes 
CAP back over the 60,000 mark and indicates a complete rebound 
from the membership decline experienced during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

•	 151	lives	saved.	That	speaks	for	itself.	Because	of	CAP	technology	
that includes cellphone forensics and radar analysis, along with 
search and rescue aircrews and ground teams, 151 people are alive 
today. As credited by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center, 
that’s	the	fourth-highest	year	for	lives	saved	in	our	recorded	history.

•	 9,202	units	of	blood	collected.	This	milestone	is	also	a	high	mark	for	
CAP, by a large margin. These blood units collected by Operation 
Pulse Lift over the past year also saved lives — up to three per unit, 
according to the American Red Cross — and moved the mission 
closer to its goal of 16,667 units by the end of the calendar year.

•	 2,540	certificated	VFR	pilots	and	62	new	Cadet	Wings	pilots.	CAP’s	
pilot proficiency program has added about a hundred experienced 
pilots, and dozens more earned their private pilot certificates through 
the Cadet Wings Program.

https://www.cap.news/montana-wing-response-to-flash-flooding-nets-
88-saves-awarded/

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/emergency-services/pilots

https://www.cap.news/operation-pulse-lift--blood-collection-mission-
tops-15000-units/

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/cadets/cadetinvest/
cadet-wings

Commander’s Corner 
Continued from page 1
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KCSI PATROLS PIPELINES & OIL FIELDS
in Western, Southwest, Rocky Mountain

and Gulf Coast States.

www.kcsiaerialpatrol.com

PATROL SERVICES:
• OIL FIELD PRODUCTION PATROL

• PIPELINE PATROL

• UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS
  (DRONES)

• METHANE DETECTION

HEADQUARTERS:
BAKERSFIELD MEADOWS FIELD
1105 Douglas St., Ste. 200
Bakersfield, CA 93308
office: (661) 834-6870

PROUD TO

SUPPORT CAP!

http://www.kcsiaerialpatrol.com
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CAP Going to the Dogs (Part 2)
CAP’s Canine Volunteer Partners Take to the Air

By 1st Lt. David McCrossan, CAP

Editor’s Note: The lead article in the Summer 2022 issue of Bear Facts (Part 1) reported on Group 
2’s February 2022 training exercise with CARDA, which was the first such training mission since the 
pandemic. Since its publication, CARDA representatives (including canine members of CARDA) have 
visited a number of squadron meetings throughout the Wing to explain how the dogs are trained and to 
answer questions from rapt audiences. This is a follow-up article on a more recent CARDA/CAP training 
exercise.

Please note that one result of the transition from a printed/mailed magazine to a digital version is the 
ability to include more color photos and to include linked videos, a capability we exploit in this article.

Aircrew from across Northern California 
geared up on 22 July 2023 to support a long-stand-
ing partner of CAP, the California Rescue Dog 
Association (CARDA). CARDA’s mission is to 
train, certify, and deploy highly-qualified search 
dog teams to assist law enforcement and other 
public safety agencies in the search for lost and 

missing persons. Of the three search dog groups 
in California that directly support the State of 
California Office of Emergency Services (Cal 
OES), CARDA is the largest and most geograph-
ically dispersed. CARDA provides search dog 
services to all public service agencies at no charge.

The Northern California part of this July train-
ing mission had been postponed earlier in the year 
due to weather. Aircraft from Concord, San Jose, 
Santa Rosa and South Lake Tahoe hosted a dozen 
experienced handlers. The goal of the training 
mission was to familiarize both handlers and dogs 
and prepare for future search missions supported 
by CARDA. 

“CHIKO,” an eager CARDA search dog with handler 
Steve Von Ehrenbrook, ready to board a training 
flight bound for South Lake Tahoe on the ramp 
at Sq. 44, Concord, CA on 22 July 2023. Photo 
credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan

CARDA handler Eloise Anderson with her search 
dog prepare for a training flight at Sq. 44, 
Buchanan Field, Concord on 22 July 2023. Photo 
credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan

https://cawg.cap.gov/media/documents/2022Summer_Bear_Facts_Issue_B9BCEA7885F0D.pdf
https://youtu.be/B_SurdrD0sg%3Fsi%3D4XLuIvtvVEEzwbln
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Visalia Municipal airport
(559) 713-4201       FAX (559) 713-4827
9501 W. Airport Drive, Visalia

Visit us at our website for more information and current weather. . . 
www.Visalia.city

Our management & staff are proud to salute 
and support the men, women and young cadets of 

Civil Air Patrol and their lifesaving efforts.
Keep up the good work!

Committed to meeting the General Aviation 
need of the community.

	 •	Fuel
		 •	Onsite Rental Cars

•	Charter	Services
•	FBO’s

http://www.visalia.city
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Trained specialist dogs are a familiar sight to many CAP Emergency Services ground team search 
missions when working alongside local emergency services personnel, such as the county sheriff’s 
department. Operating in an area search or specific target search role, these unique animals come into 
their own with their highly developed tracking skills. 

CARDA dogs and handlers do train regularly with other emergency services departments, and many 
have flown in helicopters. The smaller fixed-wing aircraft 
flown by CAP create a new experience for many of these dogs. 
Handlers need to know that they will be ready and prepared for 
their search mission when they land. That means they need to 
be comfortable and undistracted by the experience of flying in a 
CAP plane. This training helps them maintain their focus. 

All those who participated agreed that the training flights 
provided by CAP across several Northern California locations 
were invaluable in preparing dogs and handlers for the tasks. 
Specifically, these flights help some CARDA dog handlers with 
passing their required Mission Ready certification for Cal OES.

A previous canine visitor from a similar 2022 CARDA train-
ing mission was “Yipi,” a Kelpie-mix puppy, with her CARDA 
handler Kathy Gaughen, who brought 18 years of experience in 
searches. She explained: “This is the best time to start the dog’s 
training, although we do sometimes bring dogs into the program 
that are a little older—but generally before age two.” 

The biggest takeaway from the training event was that CAP 
volunteers are out supporting fellow CARDA volunteers in 
support of the shared public safety mission. When the next real 
search arrives, we all know we’ll both be ready. 

CAP pilot John Heldt and CARDA handler Cat McBride before boarding for a training mission at Sq. 44, 
Buchanan Field, Concord on 22 July 2023. Photo credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan

CARDA search dog handler Cat 
McBride with Capt. Tony Stiebel and 
Capt. John Heldt of CAP returning 
from training flight at Sq. 44, 
Concord, CA on 22 July 2023. Photo 
credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan



http://www.flysts.com
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CHIKO,” CARDA search dog with handler Steve Von Ehrenbrook, on the 
ramp at Sq. 44, Concord, CA on 22 July 2023. Image credit: 1st Lt. David 
McCrossan
VIEW

CAP pilot John Heldt prefights for a CARDA mission at Sq. 44, Buchanan 
Field, Concord on 22 July 2023. Photo credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan 
VIEW

CARDA search dog awaits a training flight at Sq. 44, Buchanan Field, 
Concord on 22 July 2023. Image credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan 
VIEW

CARDA search dog awaits a training flight at Sq. 44, Buchanan Field, 
Concord on 22 July 2023. Image credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan 
VIEW

CARDA mission at Sq. 44, Buchanan Field, Concord on 22 July 2023. Image 
credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan 
VIEW

CARDA search dog awaits a training flight at Sq. 44, Buchanan Field, 
Concord on 22 July 2023. Image credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan 
VIEW

CARDA search dog awaits a training flight at Sq. 44, Buchanan Field, 
Concord on 22 July 2023. Image credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan 
VIEW

CAP pilots Eric Choate and Louie Rivas undertake briefing and preflight 
checks between sorties on a CARDA mission at Sq. 44, Buchanan Field, 
Concord on 22 July 2023. Image credit: 1st Lt. David McCrossan 
VIEW

DOGGIE VIDEOS!
Tap “VIEW” to see a short video

https://youtu.be/SqL2uryxqzE%3Fsi%3DgOIFDQPdmim4_dT9
https://youtu.be/5-djVbR49mc%3Fsi%3Dywnb-z-u_2_M5y9e
https://youtu.be/zaG0PZa1g54%3Fsi%3Db9fNcp8VIv7NP0SB
https://youtu.be/bDElZRp0zTs%3Fsi%3DTZJQou17IdSp8e9s
https://youtu.be/8mDaFLom4lg%3Fsi%3DnMAwrS40VRVih_1K
https://youtu.be/lou2kM_JDXw%3Fsi%3DB8HGVH8KMQJnYbFk
https://youtu.be/rfY0nbjCJ8k%3Fsi%3D-zECCkfIE2CeIft9
https://youtu.be/93CHBz65KwU%3Fsi%3DFkUOJb7u_ydppf1U
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SaleS • Service • leaSing • PartS

1-800-287-0107
707-468-0101

fowlerautocenter.com

http://www.fowlerautocenter.com


11 11

“The Encampment Standard” 
A CAP Story
By 1st Lt. Nicholas Pegis, CAP

The Cadets of Delta Flight were getting ready for their upcoming 
squadron inspection. Some of the cadets had made many improvements 
since Day 0, and started to adjust to this temporary way of life known 
as Encampment. Some still needed a little more encouragement and 
guidance.

At the Wing’s annual Encampment, cadets are challenged to adapt 
to a culture that emphasizes unfamiliar norms and benchmarks. Cadets 
undergo many challenges to meet the “Encampment Standard.” These 
cadets were no different. Nervously working on their tasks, some were 
rolling shirts, while others were trying to make their beds with the 
precision that Encampment requires. When some of the cadets returned 
from various cleaning and dusting duties, one of the flight’s training 
officers came into the Delta Flight bay in the barracks. The training 
officer’s name is Senior Member (Technical Sgt.) Frank Mancebo. He 
told the cadets to grab their boots and shoe shine kits and then return. A 
few moments later the cadets returned with the requested items in hand.

Senior Member Mancebo sat down and began to teach these cadets 
how to shine their boots properly. He gave some advice and taught some 
techniques to get their boots to really sparkle. Now me, personally, 

I always thought I had a really good shine on my boots. That is, of course, until I met Senior Member 
Mancebo. One day during Encampment I was sitting on the steps outside the barracks shining my boots, 
when Senior Member Mancebo came up and 
took one of my boots and began to shine it. I said 
“Frank, what are you doing?” He said, “I am going 
to shine this one boot.” “Why,” I asked?” “That 
way when you’re done with that one,” he said as 
he pointed at the boot I was working on, “they 
won’t match because it won’t be as good as this 
one.” We laughed, but really he was right. My 
boots didn’t even closely match.

As Senior Member Mancebo sat around with 
the cadets, he passed along his knowledge of shoe 
shining. But, he did something else; he began to 
talk with the cadets. He asked them questions like, 
What’s your first name? What do you like to do 
at school? Do you play sports? So on and so on. 
Senior Member Mancebo then shared some great 
life lessons, and talked about the importance of 
going to school. He also answered some of their 
questions they had about going into the military, 
having served himself. While Senior Member 
Mancebo was talking to these young cadets, I 

Delta Flight flag with many 
streamers, including CTG 
Honor Flight. Photo credit: 
2nd Lt. Nick Pegis

Delta Flight on the march. Photo credit: Senior 
Member Frank Mancebo
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We Proudly salute and support the
volunteers of CAP for their hard

work and dedication towards
search and rescue for our community!

Corona Aircraft Engines provides aircraft engine and cylinder overhaul SERVICE TO THE GENERAL aviation community worldwide. Located on 
Corona Municipal Airport (KAJO) in Southern California, Corona Aircraft Engines takes pride in each and every job that we do, no matter the size. 

Corona Aircraft Engines is a fully-licensed FAA repair station with first-class facilities, conveniently located to serve fly-ins or drive-ins.

Coronaengines.com    |    951.736.6452    |    1965 Aviation Drive, Hangar A • Corona, CA 92880

http://www.chaffey.edu
http://www.coronaengines.com
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noticed something different about them. They 
started smiling, even laughing, and looked like 
they were really enjoying this impromptu class. 
They no longer looked like the nervous, stressed-
out cadets, running around frantically preparing 
for a squadron inspection. They looked calm, 
collected, and confident.

The ability to excel in something as trivial 
as shining shoes may not seem like an important 
life skill, but Encampment provides opportunities 
for confidence-building and for striving toward 
achievement as both an individual and a team.

When Senior Member Mancebo was done, 
they all went back to their duties, and they thanked 
Senior Member Mancebo for his valuable lessons. 
It’s these positive moments in the course of their 
Encampment week that I know each one of these 
cadets will value and remember. I know I will as 
well.

Delta Flight at Drill Competition. Photo credit: 2nd Lt. Nick Pegis

Delta Flight coming together on the guidon after 
the Group Run. Photo credit: 2nd Lt. Nick Pegis
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Inaugural Cadet Speech Competition
 Cadet Senior Master Sgt. Inca Stienhans, San Francisco Cadet Squadron 86, gave a masterful presen-

tation of her award-winning speech at the California Wing Conference on 21 October 2023. 

All 52 Civil Air Patrol wings and 8 CAP regions host a cadet competition each year to determine 
which cadet team will ultimately represent their wings and regions at the National Cadet Competition 
(NCC). Core events reflect the range of challenges cadets face at the unit level, including Inspection, 
Written Exam, Physical Fitness, Team Leadership Problem(s), and various drill and color guard events. 
Since 2015, NCC has added a number of elective competitive events that reflect the CAP Cadet Program 
and emerging learning priorities. For the 2023 competition, a Public Speaking component was included 
for the first time.

For the California Wing (CAWG) Cadet Competition, each contestant in this inaugural event was 
asked to provide their views on the topic "Civil Air Patrol - Why We Do What We Do." The winner 
within each group was selected by the Group Commander, and the wing finalist was selected by the Wing 
Commander after they presented their speeches at the 2023 CAWG Cadet Programs Conference (CPC) in 
March. The excellence of the presentation was judged, as well as the text of each speech. As the CAWG 
winner, Cadet Stienhans received a partial scholarship to an upcoming National Cadet Special Activities 
(NCSA) or other CAP sponsored event. She will also have an opportunity to compete—presenting her 
perspective on CAP—at the regional competition, and the winner will go on to the national (NCC) contest.

Cadet Senior Master Sgt. Stienhans addresses the audience at the Wing banquet. Photo credit: CAWG 
Conference staff
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The text of Cadet Stienhans’ speech reads: 

Good evening esteemed ladies and gentle-
men, and good evening CWC 2023!
“Aspire to inspire: why we do what we do in 
Civil Air Patrol”
What Does “Aspire” Mean?
This word is a verb that means “to have a 
strong desire to achieve a goal or to become 
something.” 
What Does “Inspire” Mean?
Inspire is a verb that means “to give some-
body the desire, confidence, or encour-
agement to do something well,” “to give 
somebody the idea for something,” or “to 
evoke a certain feeling in someone.”
Now let us look at what we Aspire in Civil 
Air Patrol to Inspire others!
Civil Air Patrol Mission Statement is 
Volunteers serving America’s communities, 
saving lives, and shaping futures.
To achieve this mission statement, at CAP 
we have 3 primary Programs:
1. Emergency Services
2. Aerospace Education
3. Cadet Programs
Emergency Services – What we aspire & 
how we inspire?
Members of CAP are always prepared, both 
in the air and on the ground to perform emer-
gency services as a nonprofit organization. 
Trained CAP members make a difference in 
their communities, assisting in times of disaster and searching for the lost. We as cadets have 
opportunities to learn and train to be emergency service members. As a Ground Team Member 
Trainee, and Urban Direction Finder Trainee, I learn important values and beneficial practices. 
When you go out to find a beacon or specific individual, you are committing not only your 
mind and body, but also respect for both the mission, and its objective.
Aerospace education – What we aspire & how we inspire?
Today’s cadets, Tomorrow’s Aerospace Leaders. Aerospace education empowers cadets 
with opportunities and resources to promote STEM education and careers. Civil Air Patrol 
Aerospace/STEM Education Programs bring over 40 free fun and engaging products and pro-
grams to cadets in squadrons and classrooms throughout the nation. We reach 300,000 youth 
each year with our hands-on lessons and material.
For example, are you all learning and having fun attending your Aerospace Seminars? I know 
that I am.
Cadet Programs – What we aspire & how we inspire?
The mission of Cadet Programs is to transform youth into aerospace leaders. Cadet education 
spreads over Leadership, Aerospace, Fitness, and Character Development.

Cadet Senior Master Sgt. Stienhans gives her 
speech. Photo credit: CAWG Conference staff
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Civil Air Patrol Cadets are invited for 
one hour of  free full-motion simulator time 

at Sling Pilot Academy – 
just bring your credentials.

youtube.com/c/SlingPilotAcademy

   instagram.com/slingpilotacademy

        facebook.com/slingpilotacademy

            twitter.com/slingpilot

MAY 2024, AUGUST 2024, NOVEMBER 2024

http://www.slingpilotacademy.com
http://www.contracostacountyairports.org
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We cadets have continuous opportunities to hone our Leadership skills, starting within our 
Squadron flights to taking and leading leadership training courses. It is amazing that every 
cadet gets to fly glider and powered aircrafts in orientation rides. This has inspired me and 
countless other cadets to continue their training to obtain their private pilot’s licenses and 
beyond. CAP also offers special activities such as cyber security programs.
We cadets are trained in Character Development classes to follow the core values – Integrity, 
Volunteer Service, Excellence in All we do, and Respect.
These 4 core values are the building blocks in the real-world. CAP trains us cadets to be ready 
for the future.
If you notice a common thread in all 3 primary programs, the beauty of the organization is 
that it is entirely run by passionate volunteers to serve communities, save lives and shape our 
future.
It is senior members like ours who are our role models, continue to tirelessly work to make this 
happen. Let us take a moment to be grateful and applaud our senior members for their daily 
service and dedication to this program. [clap]
As leaders, we must lift our words and actions up to accomplish meaningful, purpose-filled 
goals. Calling on ourselves and others to achieve bigger, better things for a common good is 
inspiring. Without aspirations, inspiration is a sporadic emotion, fading in and out of focus.
With aspiration, we see on the horizon what is possible, what can be achieved. With inspira-
tion, we can smile while we do the work. Inspiration puts the sparkle in our eyes and in our 
soul. It is our way to aspire greatly, lead spiritedly. We aspire to inspire in Civil Air Patrol. “We 
rise by lifting others”. 
Thank you.

The winners within each CAWG group were:

Group 1: C/SrA Lev Reyter - Sq. 3
Group 2: C/MSgt Inca Stienhans - Sq. 86
Group 3: C/A1C Isaac Gilmer - Sq. 25
Group 4: C/SSgt Avamarie Dieutto - Sq. 1986
Group 5: C/SSgt Elina Bergstrom - Sq. 92
Group 6: No contestants
Group 7: C/SMSgt Kayla Soleymani - Sq. 56
Group 8: C/SSgt Katherine Kwon - Sq. 144

Cadet Stienhans receives her award from Col. 
Veta. Photo credit: CAWG Conference staff
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Grateful to support 
the airmen and cadets 

of Civil Air Patrol

APR Aviation  
800-982-8466

www.apraviation.com  CP3R431L 5041 E. Anderson Ave., Fresno

Engine Monitoring
EIS TXi

G3X Touch

http://www.calaero.edu
http://www.apraviation.com
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https://www.cap.news/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/
https://www.cap.news/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/
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The Pilots Cabernet
Angwin, Napa Valley, CA

www.DunnVineyards.com

Proudly supporting
Civil Air Patrol!

(707) 965-3642

Since 1979

MILLION AIR 
RIVERSIDE     KRIV

Tel: 951.247.2111
 17405 Heacock St.

Moreno Valley, CA 92551
www.millionair.com

We appreciate your hard work
and dedication towards saving lives,

Keep up the great work!

Western Flight, Inc.

full service fBO 
Located on McClellan-Palomar Airport

2210 Palomar Airport Rd. 
Carlsbad, CA 92011
(760) 438-6800

http://www.dunnvineyards.com
http://www.millionair.com
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757 E. Main St. • Ventura, CA 93001
805-643-8623

FD#883

15 Teloma Dr. • Ventura, CA 93003
805-765-4137

FD#2390

www.ReardonFuneral.com

Independant Funeral
Homes serving all of

Ventura County
Since 1911!

We proudly
salute & support
the great work of
Civil Air Patrol!

• Sport, Private, Commercial,  
   Instrument Pilot training
• Tailwheel, Aerobatics, 
   Advanced ratings

Reid-Hillview (KRHV), Monterey (KMRY)
& Salinas (KSNS) Airports

 www.aerodynamicaviation.com
(408) 320-9614
(831) 373-8320

 Email: info@aerodynamicaviation.com

http://www.reardonfuneral.com
https://meekeraviation.com/
https://cityofwoodlake.com/
http://www.aerodynamicaviation.com
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https://www.cap.news/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/
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226 West Ojai Ave., Ste. 101-173
Ojai, CA 93023-2406

PROVIDING FULL SERVICE AERIAL IMAGERY 
THROUGHOUT CALIFORNIA AND THE WESTERN US

(805) 630-0065    www.focalflight.com mcclellanjetservices.com
flykmcc.com

http://www.focalflight.com
http://www.mcclellanjetservices.com
http://www.flykmcc.com
http://www.aircraftcovers.com
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https://www.cap.news/
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/
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CAWG’s Newest Unit Engages With 
Community

By Maj. Chris Johnson, CAP

Labor Day weekend introduced California Wing’s newest squadron to the community when it assisted 
SCOPE in providing needed staffing as safety staff at the Mariposa County Fair. Thirteen of Squadron 
1850’s members volunteered their time in assisting SCOPE, the Sheriff's Community Organized Policing 
Effort, and also manned a very successful recruiting booth. Duties included walking the fairgrounds look-

ing for distressed persons among the thousands of fairgoers, taking 
tickets at the various gates, assisting disabled persons, checking 
for proper entry passes, and more. Recent advanced radio training 
by the squadron helped members in integrating into SCOPE’s 
communications.

SCOPE had approached Squadron 1850 in July asking for 
assistance. This request was arranged by Lori Law of the Mariposa 
County Sheriff's Foundation, which has greatly assisted Squadron 
1850 in making community connections vital to 1850’s start up and 
continuing success. The Fair has helped set the stage for upcoming 
presentations to the Mariposa Board of Supervisors, County Fire 
SAR, and Mariposa Chamber of Commerce. Two members talked 
to the Chief Ranger of the 
Yosemite National Park, who 
expressed interest in working 
with CAP for SAREX train-
ing where CAP could provide 
radio relay in rough terrain 
within the park.

A u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e 
California State Legislature 
in May 1939, the first annual 
Mariposa County Fair was 
held in October 1939. CAP 
was glad to be asked to partic-

ipate in 2023 and plans are already in the works for 2024. 
SCOPE and the fair administration had nothing but praise for 

Squadron 1850 in their volunteer service and professionalism. One 
member of SCOPE offered to sponsor a cadet for their entire cadet 
career! Squadron 1850 provided over 200 hours of community 
service over the 4 days of the Fair.

Mariposa-Yosemite Composite Squadron received its charter 9 March 2023. It currently has 25 
members and is growing rapidly. We meet in the terminal building at Mariposa-Yosemite Airport (KMPI) 
every Tuesday at 1830.

The Mariposa County Fair 
featured a rodeo. Photo credit: 
Capt. Ada Hurst

“Mr. Mariposa” Cody Habeck, age 
7, with Cadet Airman Coan. Photo 
credit: Capt. Ada Hurst 
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A Retrospective on the Last 4 Years
of Emergency Services

By Lt. Col. Charles Christian, CAP 

Editor’s Note: On 21 October 2023 at the California Wing Conference, Lt. Col. Christian reminisced 
over the course of his tenure as CAWG Director of Emergency Services.

 

My hesitation about taking on the role of Wing Director of Emergency Services (ES) four years ago 
was fundamentally that we had inherited a well-functioning wing: nothing was broken and nothing needed 
to be fixed. I didn’t want to break something that was already working well. My ES background was with 
a squadron where members showed up to a SAREX early, and they left late. And then they planned for the 
next day’s operational period. People would work all day at work, and be ready to answer phones at all 
hours of the night. I saw pilots who launched in inclement weather to try to accomplish a rescue or bring 
closure to the family of a lost airman. I knew what California Wing members were capable of. I served on 
a lot of membership boards, and I heard this common theme: the incoming members explained that they 
were now in a position where they could give back and serve their community—and have fun doing it. 
And it was that context of volunteerism that helped frame my conversations with Ross about my position. 

It was within this context that we discussed what it was that we could do. One thing I came up with 
was that the members were looking for an opportunity. If you give them meaningful work they always 
respond to the occasion—they will respond 100%. If I had a pie chart, it would show one color—100%. 
If we can capture some new opportunities, we needed to be a wing that had more to do than Search and 
Rescue (SAR). We wished to shift our SAR work portfolio toward disaster response; we knew that it was 
an emerging field that would be meaningful to the membership, and we knew that there was value to the 
community there. 

So we went to talk to different agencies and agency representatives, including the general in charge 
of the California National Guard. The general and his colonels and staff were there to hear from us about 
what we could do, and we had to make some promises about our ability to perform—that we are reliable 
and professional, that we can do it safely, and that you will appreciate the product that we will deliver 
to you. I promised that (and I did so without hesitation—without any reservation whatsoever in my 
mind) because I knew from my previous experience that the members cared about the type of work that 
we wanted to do and they would absolutely step up and achieve it. And you did! And it gave us all the 
momentum that we needed in order to market our ES services. To go out and visit with agencies, capture 
that work, and bring it back for the members and for our organization within the Wing. Disaster response 
is a tough market: it is a really tough market. It is through your efforts, through your skills, innovations, 
preparedness, and ability to execute—time and time again—that we were able to go out and capture new 
work and bring it back to this wing.

Not four months into Colonel Veta’s tenure, COVID came into our lives. And our first reaction was, 
“This derails all our plans.” But the pandemic turned out to be an opportunity, and again the members 
demonstrated that they could perform in an outstanding fashion. We had roughly 600 members across the 
state working in food banks contributing thousands of volunteer hours, delivering hundreds of thousands 
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wyndhamvisalia.com

TBM Aircraft Sales & Services
Southwestern USA

AVEX Aviation has established itself as a leader
in the TMB aircraft sector, dedicating more than
twenty years exclusively to mastering the TBM

series. This dedication has not only refined
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create a specialized support network,
specifically tailored for TBM requirements.

Their unwavering focus on TBMs, especially on
Daher aircraft since 1999, has propelled them
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excellence in sales, maintenance, and parts.

www.avexaviation.aero
205 Durley Ave. A, Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-1188

https://www.victorvilleca.gov/government/city-departments/airport
http://www.wyndhamvisalia.com
http://www.santamariaairport.com
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of meals. That endeared us to the State, to the California State Guard, and the military reserve. Four 
months into my tenure, it was unbelievable support: we were supporting the Red Cross and LA County. 
We were doing food bank support in the Central Valley; it was an amazing thing to watch. 

Not long after that, we obtained some new technology; we obtained WALDO cameras from National 
Headquarters. And the things showed up on the front porch: it was great, but what did it do? It came 
without a manual or any guidance. So, what did you do? You wrote the book. You figured out how to 
use it, and you taught what you had learned throughout the Wing. And barely two or three weeks later, 
we had massive wildfires in Northern California and the Central Valley. So, we photographed several 
thousand square kilometers of burn scar area. And we did it during the day, processed it overnight, and 
damage assessment by the National Guard began at 0700 the following morning. In less than a 24-hour 
turnaround, we were providing damage assessments! There were other teams that the customer had 
used in the past where it would take them months to do the same thing. But again, you adapted, and you 
outperformed, and you impressed the heck out of everyone. 

Our counterdrug program has been incredibly successful, and the Coast Guard requested us by name 
for aerial support because they enjoy working with us so much. I don’t know how to say in words how 
proud I am of everything the Wing has accomplished in Disaster Relief. Our SAR program hours are in 
decline. But we are still a very capable, premiere, SAR organization within this state and it is why the 
state contracts with us and it one of the ties we have to the State of California. They know that we have 
the capability, and that we have the people who are dedicated to the task and will perform to the very best 
of their capabilities—and deliver. They are professional, reliable, and repeatable. And everyone sees it. 

How many of you have flown on our WADS missions? We do those almost every week. We are out 
there flying alongside fighter jets and training the military. They trust us—enough to fly their jets very 
close to us. It is a hazardous environment, and they don’t trust anyone else to do this.

The reason we have these opportunities, the reason I was able to go and pitch the capabilities of Civil 
Air Patrol, was because I had absolute confidence in the members being always be able to perform and 
deliver. I really want to take this opportunity to say, “Thank you.”

The last four years as ES Director has at times been difficult. I felt like a therapist some of the time. 
The passions run high in this organization; you are here because you are passionate about what you do. 
And perhaps equally passionate when things are not going the way you think they should. This is okay. 
But what I do want to say though is that I truly appreciate everything you have done. And I appreciate 
all the support that Col. Veta provided over the last four years. Your efforts are incredibly valuable and 
very much appreciated all throughout this wing. Our job within the ES Directorate—as we saw it—was to 
support you, and I truly hope that we were able to do that. For the future, under new leadership by Mark 
Wheeler, his team, and our new Wing Commander, I know that if you give them your support, we will be 
able to bring in new business and find new ways to participate that excite you, that challenge you. And 
please give yourselves a round of applause, and thank you very much for everything you have done.
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Airstrip • Hotel 
Bar • Restaurant 

Our management & staff are proud to support
the lifesaving efforts of our Civil Air Patrol.

Keep up the good work!

750 Shasta View Dr., Alturas, CA 96101

(530) 233-5842

Fuel • Flight School
Cafe • Maintenance

Apple Valley Airport

   (760) 995-8761  
Fax  (760) 995-8766

21600 Corwin rd.
Apple VAlley, CA

www.airports.sbcounty.gov/

http://www.atlanticaviation.com
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2023 CAWG “Of The Year” Awards
The following California Wing awards for 2023 were announced during the California Wing 

Conference in October 2023. 
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  Aircraft Sales –  Brokerage - Appraisals
  
  High Performance Singles – Light & Cabin

  Class Twins Turbo Props & Business Jets

408-378-5352
JIMJLAS@gmail.com 

www.laffertyair.com

We Specialize in Quality Pre-Owned
Beechcraft, Cessna, and Piper Aircraft

“Equipped To Make A World Of Difference”
Since 1969

TRUCKING SERVICES
• General & Heavy Special • 5 to 9 Axle Low Bed Service

• Oversized Permit Loads • 14 to 19 Ton Boom Trucks
• Roll-Off Truck Service

  CRANE SERVICES
    • Hydraulic 15 to 350 Ton

          • Conventional 45 to 300 Ton
Serving Counties of...

Santa Barbara • Ventura • Santa Maria
San Luis Obispo • Kern • Los Angeles

805.648.3348
www.truckandcrane.com

CONSTRUCTION • OIL FIELD
STEEL ERECTION • WIND PARKS
REFINERIES • CARGO LOADING

STORAGE FACILITIES

24 HR

SERVICE

“We’ve Got You Covered.”
For Your Home, Auto,
Life, Farm Or Business

1600 Draper Street
(559) 897-2975

Kingsburg
We Commend The Outstanding

Efforts Of Civil Air Patrol!

http://www.laffertyair.com
http://www.truckandcrane.com
http://www.palmspringsairmuseum.org
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The award recipients are nominated to compete for the corresponding Pacific Region awards, in cases 
where a corresponding award exists at the regional level.
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The CAWG Group Challenge – 
Competing for Success

By Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Hope Staley, CAP
California Wing Public Affairs NCOIC

An anonymous author once wrote, “The best part of competition is that through it, we discover what 
we are capable of and how much more we can actually do than we ever believed possible.” 

As the incredible 2023 California Wing (CAWG) Encampment drew to an end, returning cadets and 
senior members added yet another activity to the California Wing’s rich history of developing leaders. 
Unbeknownst to them, a new challenge was silently brewing in the background. On August 5th, a singular 
social media post teased the unveiling of a brand new contest, one that the Wing had never seen before. 
The very next day, CAWG Public Affairs officially announced the kickoff for the 2023 California Wing 
Group vs. Group Challenge, also known simply as the CAWG Group Challenge.

Lasting just over a month, the CAWG Group Challenge quickly became the Wing’s biggest remote 
competition since the 2020 Cadets vs. Senior Members PT Challenge, which encouraged members to stay 
healthy and active during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Each of CAWG’s eight groups were pitted against 
each other in a friendly competition in an attempt to “Race to the Top”, echoing the Challenge’s motto. 
Across the span of four weeks, members were challenged to aim for new heights and to propel their group 
to the top of three different categories:

Physical Training. Each week was dedicated to a specific exercise, and weekly winners were 
announced throughout the Challenge. The order of exercises (pushups, jumping jacks, sit-ups, and 
mile runs) encouraged the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle in the spirit of competition. 
Volunteer Service. Echoing our Core Value, members were tasked with serving their local commu-
nity through non-profit organization/activities and volunteer efforts. Every recorded hour contributed 
to the CAWG Group Challenge, additionally bringing members closer to earning the coveted CAP 
Community Service ribbon.
Book Reading. An area untouched before, the Book Reading category encouraged members to learn 
through the mighty power of physical books rather than using electronic devices to read stories. 
Members could read anything from leadership, aerospace, history, and fiction to contribute to the 
Challenge.
Dozens of squadrons across the Wing banded together, and the CAWG Group Challenge was under-

way. The rules were simple – every completed book, volunteer hour, and exercise counted as a point 
towards a group’s total number of points in each category. Submission sheets were released at the end of 
each week, allowing members to submit their results and contribute to their group’s total point tally. 

The competition started with significant participation, and its momentum accelerated with every 
passing week:

Week 1 (6 - 12 Aug) started off strong, with Group 2 winning the pushup requirement with more 
than double the next highest tally number.

o San Francisco Bay Group 2 = 3,702 points
o Inland Empire Group 3 = 1,661 points
o Central Coast Group 4 = 1,619 points
o Central California Group 6 = 1,283 points
o South Coast Group 7 = 700 points
o NorCal Group 5 = 464 points
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Serving all of your FBO needs

  100 LL - Jet A
(909) 605-6366

Single & Multi Engine Charter
24 Hr. Availability

Direct flights to any U.S. Airport

Guardian Jet Center &
KMR Aviation proudly support
CA Civil Air Patrol, thank you!

SECURITY.
STORAGE.
PEACE OF MIND.
Indoor Storage Units
Roll Up Door Units
Parking Spaces
Packing Supplies
CoastSelfStorage.com

https://www.altagas.ca/
http://www.freedomaeroservice.com
http://www.coastselfstorage.com
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o Los Angeles County Group 1 = 434 points
o San Diego County Group 8 = 368 points

Group 6 leaped into the spot of first place during Week 2 (13 – 19 Aug), with Group 2 following 
closely behind with a massive total of jumping jacks.

o Central California Group 6 = 12,795 points
o San Francisco Bay Group 2 = 11,056 points
o NorCal Group 5 = 6,548 points
o Inland Empire Group 3 = 4,596 points
o San Diego Group 8 = 565 points
o Los Angeles County Group 1 = 390 points
o Central Coast Group 4 = 180 points
o South Coast Group 7 = No points

Week 3 (20 – 26 Aug) ended with Group 4 winning by 
over a thousand sit-up points.

o Central Coast Group 4 = 2,231 points
o Los Angeles County Group 1 = 1,217 points
o Inland Empire Group 3 = 1,146 points
o San Francisco Bay Group 2 = 1,097 points
o Central California Group 6 = 975 points
o San Diego Group 8 = 710 points
o NorCal Group 5 = 619 points
o South Coast Group 7 = 300 points

Group 2 reclaimed its throne at the end of the Challenge (Week 4, 27 Aug – 2 Sep), bringing the 
competition to an end with the Mile Run. (Every mile completed earned one point)

o San Francisco Bay Group 2 = 117 points
o Central California Group 6 = 99 points
o Inland Empire Group 3 = 85 points
o South Coast Group 7 = 32 points
o Los Angeles County Group 1 (TIE) = 10 points
o Central Coast Group 4 (TIE) = 10 points
o NorCal Group 5 = 7 pointszo San  Diego 

Group 8 = 5 points
Throughout the month, stories of unbridled 

enthusiasm and esprit de corps spread throughout 
the Wing. Various squadrons teamed up together to 
form mass PT formations with the common goal 
of earning points for their Group. Lt. Col. George 
White of Cable Composite Squadron 25 (Group 
3) continued to participate in the Challenge whilst 
vacationing in Europe, running a combined total of 
43 miles across Switzerland, Zurich, Italy, Venice, 
Croatia, Naples, and Rome, contributing to half of 
his group’s mile run tally.

A grand total of 10,231 pushups, 36,130 jump-
ing jacks, 8,295 sit-ups, and 365 miles were 
accomplished by the end of the Challenge.

Lt. Col. White taking a selfie of his morning run 
in CAP attire to encourage CAWG members to 
participate in the PT category. Photo credit: Lt. 
Col. George White
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CAWG members rose to the challenge to take on the Volunteer Service category, truly living up to 
CAP’s missions and Core Values. Our members carried out efforts such as:
•	Delivering	blood	products	to	local	hospitals	and	American	Red	Cross	facilities.
•	Volunteering	at	the	Los	Angeles	Kitten	Rescue	to	help	animals	find	permanent	homes.
•	 Teaming	up	with	Spark	Growth	(registered	nonprofit)	organization	to	organize	Read-A-Thons	to	help	

raise money to rebuild a local library damaged by vandalism.
•	Distributing	textbooks	and	resource	folders	to	lower	income	people/students	in	the	community	in	

preparation for the new year.
•	Volunteering	at	Breast	Cancer	Awareness	fundraising	activities.
•	 Sorting	through	donations	(clothes,	toys,	baby	formulas,	and	other	maternity/baby/postpartum	items)	

at the San Rafael PostPartum Support Center.
•	Organizing	a	Read-A-Thon	event	to	collect	items	for	Maui	relief.

Various other activities included volunteering for special activities/organizations such as Meals on 
Wheels, Shooting Stars Foundation, Waves of Flags (Pepperdine University), and even serving as a vol-
unteer security guard aboard the USS Hornet Museum Ship in Alameda, CA. The list doesn’t even scratch 
the surface of what CAWG’s amazing members accomplished!

A total of 747 volunteer hours were compiled, with Inland Empire Group 3 placing first in the 
category.

o Inland Empire Group 3 = 253 hours
o San Francisco Bay Group 2 = 182 hours
o NorCal Group 5 = 73 hours
o San Diego Group 8 = 71 hours
o Los Angeles County Group 1 = 66 hours
o Central California Group 6 = 64 hours
o Central Coast Group 4 = 20 hours
o South Coast Group 7 = 18 hours

The Book Reading category ended with a total of 172 confirmed books completed, with San 
Francisco once again landing at the top of the roster.

o San Francisco Bay Group 2 = 55 points
o NorCal Group 5 = 34 points
o Inland Empire Group 3 = 32 points 
o Central Coast Group 4 = 16 points
o Central California Group 6 = 14 points
o Los Angeles County Group 1 = 9 points
o San Diego County Group 8 = 8 points
o South Coast Group 7 = 4 points
The CAWG Group Challenge was a huge success, with approximately half of CAWG’s squadrons 

coming together to participate. The Challenge gained recognition across the nation, even receiving com-
mendation from members in the incredible Georgia Wing. Members learned that the Challenge was not 
just about the competition; it was about camaraderie, determination, and a shared pursuit of excellence 
and teamwork. The Challenge proved to be a testament to the commitment of CAP members to their 
personal development, their group, and ultimately their community.

The California Wing would like to thank all who made this challenge a success, along with a huge 
thank you to Cadet Staff Sgt. Annalise Lucas for proposing it.

Although it has come to an end, its impact will resonate, inspiring future generations of CAP members 
as a celebration of the strength that comes from working together towards a common goal, embodying the 
very essence of Civil Air Patrol’s missions and Core Values.
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CAP TOP Flights
Bringing Educators into CAP

Introducing Educators to the Joy of Flying
By Capt. Paul Rivera, CAP

One of the three pillars of Civil Air Patrol is the Aerospace Education mission. We are raising up a 
new generation of pilots, aerospace engineers and technicians through our support and engagement with 
cadets and our support of STEM study. 

To engage educators across public, private, parochial, and home schooling is the focus of our Air 
Force-funded TOP (Teacher Orientation Program) flights.

What is the program and why? CAP’s TOP (Teacher Orientation Program) Flight was created to bring 
educators—whether from public, private, parochial, or home school—
into our CAP organization through first-hand experience of flying with 
our mission pilots and our aircraft. The vast majority of our nation’s 
teachers have never flown in a small plane, let alone an unpowered 
glider. 

Their experience of what may be their first flight in a piston 
powered small plane or a glider, as well as their first contact with CAP, 
may broaden their knowledge of what CAP is about. It could even be 
a life-changing experience! This first experience is meant to be shared 
with their students and school and to imbue the importance and excite-
ment of aerospace education and STEM subjects. 

Where funding is available, powered and non-powered CAP aircraft 
can be both experienced by our educators. 

When TOP was created in 2004, it was at that time a “Class C” 
mission and as such received minimal funding. However, in 2019 it 
was designated by the Air Force as a “Class A” mission with a major 
increase in funding to expand the program participants and pilot 
availability. All CAP pilots rated for cadet orientation flights are now 
eligible to fly the TOP flights, and the Air Force funds this program 
across all CAP wings. 

How does the TOP program work within CAWG? Maj. Catherine 
Collom, our DAE (Director of Aerospace Education), is responsible for ensuring that all teachers enrolled 
in the Aerospace Education Member (AEM) program have the opportunity to schedule a TOP flight. Her 
Deputy Director, Maj. Mark Fridell, is the point-of-contact for coordinating the flights for the AEMs.

The process for an educator normally consists of local CAP members talking with local educators and 
introducing them to the program. Signing up a teacher to become an AEM will give them a CAPID and 
allow them access to our CAP eServices Website for a modest cost of $35. These educators can then order 
STEM kits and access the multiple resources available to their students. The member that introduced the 
educator should follow up and contact Maj. Fridell to initiate the request for the TOP flight. If an educator 
finds the AEM program through the CAP national website, they will be directed to Maj. Collom. Maj. 
Collom is responsible for connecting the educator with a CAP member in their local area so they get the 
personal attention deserved. 

Most of our CAWG squadrons will have an Aerospace Education officer to assist the educator in 
the process. Maj. Fridell can be reached by CAP email (mark.fridell@cawgcap.org) or via his phone at 

AEM C J Brundahl, a 5th 
grade teacher at South Hills 
Academy in West Covina, 
took a TOP flight on 5 
December. Photo credit: C J 
Brundahl
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925.872.8111. He will assist the squadron and/or the educator in signing-up as well as coordinating the 
TOP flight. For Southern California, 1st Lt. John Rochford, as well as Capt. Frank Bagheri, will coordi-
nate for the actual TOP Flight schedules and logistics. Northern California will have a different operations 
team(s) for flights, and will be coordinated by Maj. Fridell. 

Susan Broderick Mallett is a retired teacher, administrator, and university instructor with an edu-
cational tenure of 31 years in Alabama schools. As a public school principal, she led a nationally and 
internationally-recognized elementary school that integrated an aerospace theme throughout the curricu-
lum. Since 2006 she has served as the Educational Outreach and Air Force Association (AFA) Programs 
Coordinator at the National HQ of the Civil Air Patrol at Maxwell Air Force Base, AL.

When asked about CAP TOP flights, Mrs. Mallet adds her insight. 
 “CAP’s Teacher Orientation Program (TOP) flights are a unique opportunity to put CAP educator 
members at the controls of a CAP airplane in flight, which allows them to connect STEM principles 
they teach with a first-hand knowledge of related aviation principles. It is hoped that prior to their 
flight, the teachers can obtain and practice on a CAP Flight Simulator STEM Kit, provided free to 
CAP squadrons and educator members at no cost. Additive is the pilot’s pre-flight briefing which 
gives a clear description and demonstration of the airplane’s control surfaces prior to the teachers 
using the actual control features in the cockpit to see and feel how the airplane is maneuvered in flight. 
Teachers sharing their flight experience with their students via video, photos, or live streaming, gives 
the students a better understanding of and interest in aviation and possible related career opportunities. 
Many times, the pilot will conduct a follow-on visit to the classroom to give a broader explanation 
of the many aspects of aviation while also sharing the benefits of CAP’s cadet programs with the 
students. Ultimately, TOP flights are a key component in helping both teachers and students gain an 
appreciation for and interest in aviation and CAP’s missions for America.” 
1st Lt. John Rochford of Group 1’s Squadron 35 has conducted several recent TOP flights. He adds:

“Since becoming a Civil Air Patrol Mission Pilot in 2022, I've had the opportunity to participate in 
the TOP Flight program on two occasions now. I meet the teachers at an airport close to their school 
and introduce them to the plane by including them in a pre-flight inspection. We take off and head to 
their school so that we can fly over the school at a prearranged time so that their students can greet 
them from the ground. Each teacher takes a turn in the front seat so that they can fly the plane and 
experience the thrill of flight. The teachers take this experience back to their classrooms to share with 
their students, which hopefully sparks an interest with the students to pursue STEM-type activities. 
The teachers in the program are also given STEM kits by the Air Force to conduct experiments with 
their student to help spark that interest.”
The reach of this program can be expanded if we as CAP members contact all the educators that we 

know personally. We all know educators, whether from our own family education history, or friends and 
neighbors. If each of our members reaches out to these folks and discusses this important program, it 
should result in many more educators taking advantage of TOP flights.

Maj. Collum has a simple message to introduce the idea to prospective TOP flight participants. She 
poses the question: 

“How does an educator get a free orientation flight? Civil Air Patrol has a special program for 
educators which entitles them to a free orientation flight in one of our CAP aircraft. An educator can 
sign up for a minimum fee and become what is known as an Aerospace Education Member (AEM). 
Along with all the other benefits of the program, a free orientation flight, known as a TOP flight 
(Teachers Orientation Program flight), is included.”
With a severe shortage of commercial and military pilots, our TOP flights are one way to increase the 

interest of students in our cadet programs as well as STEM subjects in general. 
 For more information on the AEM program, go to: Educators | Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters 

(gocivilairpatrol.com)

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/for-educators
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/for-educators
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/for-educators
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/for-educators
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2023 CAWG Encampment – 
A Leadership Perspective

By 1st Lt. Jillian Restivo, CAP
2023 CAWG Summer Encampment Public Affairs Officer

Looking back on the summer 
of 2023, the California Wing 
Cadet Training Group (CTG) 
convened at Camp Roberts in 
San Miguel, California, for its 
annual CAWG Encampment 
from 22 to 30 July. The resound-
ing success of this week-long 
cadet  program highlighted 
the importance of dedicated 
teamwork, relentless effort, 
and invested time. This event 
marked a historic milestone as 
the largest-ever encampment in 
both California's history and the 
Civil Air Patrol, with a remark- CAWG Pre-Encampment. Photo Credit: Cadet Training Group
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able participation of 570 individuals and representation from 7 wings-- CA, AZ, TX, IA, NC, FL, CO.

Among the participants were 384 first-time students, joined by 112 cadet cadre members and 78 
senior contributors, all collaborating to usher in the newest cohort of The Cadet Training Group.

CAWG Encampment Day 0. Photo Credit: Cadet Training Group

CAWG Encampment Day 1. Photo Credit: Cadet Training Group
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49 49

The newly-formed Cadet Training Group 
(CTG) embraced the commitment to ‘Rise to 
the Challenge,’ confronting the week ahead with 
a blend of teamwork, discipline, and success. 
Organized into 15 flights (Alpha to Oscar) and 
further divided into 5 squadrons (155th-159th), 
cadets actively participated in character devel-
opment classes and aviation sessions covering 
fundamental flight principles, bridge building, and 
core values. They honed their barrack maintenance 
skills to inspection standards and refined their drill 
and ceremony proficiency under the guidance of 
their flight cadre.

In a continuous pursuit of teamwork and cama-
raderie, students engaged in the Boom Course, an 
agility challenge fostering unity. Additionally, they enjoyed a special guided tour of military vehicles and 
an interactive aviation class, setting the stage for the upcoming orientation flights.

On July 28, a milestone was reached as 100 students experienced their first O-ride. Another 100 
flew in the UH-60 Blackhawk, and 380 enjoyed a ride in the CH-47 Chinook—culminating in over 580 
individuals taking to the skies that day.

CAWG Encampment Day 2. Photo Credit: Cadet 
Training Group

CAWG Encampment Day 3. Photo Credit: Cadet Training Group
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Over the course of the week, a variety of captivating activities challenged every student, promoting 
teamwork and facilitating individual development. It was a week filled with challenges, teamwork, and 
personal development, leaving an indelible mark on each participant.

The exceptional leadership of Cadet Encampment Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Leon Zhao, and 
Commander Major Tim Albert, added an extra layer of excellence to the proceedings. Importantly, this 

achievement was made possible 
by an extensive team of support 
staff, whose unwavering dedication 
significantly enhanced every aspect 
of the encampment experience. This 
collective accomplishment not only 
celebrated the present success but 
also cast a promising light on the 
unity and growth of future cadet 
leaders.

   

CAWG Encampment Day 4. Photo Credit: Cadet Training Group

CAWG Encampment Day 5. Photo Credit: Cadet Training Group
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CAWG Encampment Day 6. Photo Credit: Cadet Training Group 

CAWG Encampment Day 7. Photo Credit: Cadet Training Group 

CAWG Encampment Day 8. Photo Credit: Cadet Training Group
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The Simple Route for Getting to Silicon Valley
Nestled conveniently between Monterey Bay and Silicon Valley the Hollister Municipal Airport is an ideal
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